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AMERICAN CONSULATE GUNER AL. 
—OBRISNT, Srnrs 
| Oetoder M4, 1952 


SUBIIGT: Plections and ‘Preatios. 


THe HONORABLE | . 
THE SECRETARY OF STATE 
WASHINGTON. 


Siri- 

The High Comsiasioner, §. denri onset, is ox- 
pected to return to his post toward tit and of this 
month, aad ce soon after his arrival as convenien tly 
possible, he will begin his preparations to hold the 
elestions of deputies ta the Syrien Chauber, as pro- 
vided for in the Constitution of the country, pro- 
mulgeted on hay 14, 1950. It is hoped that the 
Chamber #0 elected (perhaps in December or January! 
Will net lose a great deol of time in eleeting a. 
President of the Repablie with whom negotiations for — 
a treaty will be undertaken imvediately. If ail gees 
well, the Freneh member of the Counsil of tie Leaque 
of Nations will annewmee to his enllieagues, in June 
Of. next year, that the treaty has been signed, ond 
that in the year (seme three er four thereafter), France 
Will present the candidature of tyrie for membership in 
the Geneva esetety. But my inferment, KH. Joan Chauvel, 
Yolitiees adviser te the Commissioner, warned me thet 
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‘the "if all goes well” wae the moet important part 
@f what he hed to aay, and reminded me that successive .. 
el teh Governments had epent many years in trying te 
ake treaties with tgypt.. 
_ Tate, however, ie the prograa, although it ben 
met qaite been decided whether the trosty making busl- 
pees is to ememence with cyria or the iebsnon, (1th 
the latter, the thing would be an scoomplianed fact in. 
- few weekm. It is tompting to Go whet is ensisr, 
first, But, if thie course were adopted, what would 

be the effect on the jyrian mind? That is what the. 
Preneh are turning over in their heads, and ii. Chauyel 
was @f the present opinion (he had thought otherwise! 
fhat the affect aight be quite undesirable. I hope 
thet he otieks to Ain present view, | 

The negotiations will be undertaxen with the 

Syrieme.ow the basie iat the country preserve ite pre- 
gent Boundaries, Any modifications oan be mate later 
‘by Syria ant the i.ehmen, by wutusl agreement, but hers, 
Me Chaaved indlented that there would be certain res-~ 
- tahetiona on the power of the parties te negotiate. It. 
whe Bie epinten that hie Covernsent would never persit. 
the: Lebanon ‘to. cede ‘Tripoli er Tyre or Sidon te the. 
‘Syviene, even if the Lebanese, by seme at: 

6 the desire to to a0. The communition at Tyre +s 

- gidou ware Ghiites whe hardly lewd the Gummites ef... 
pamasease Shy aut off tin Lebanon from lalestine just 
to bring sbdbout eon undesired Sunni-Shiite marriage? ==. 
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what would happen te Beirut if the thing setually took 
pleee?. side French compan: _ hoes port concession}. is 
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Chyletians in 1985-26), no obetacles will be put in their 
‘Dur ing the gumser, no negotiations have tama place 
in verte or here with Hatienal int ——_— vishaouenienl » 
the new ai spensation, ond We Pongot te aspen : 
sent month in interviewing te ehiete dnt 2 port 
functiconnaries of the departemte interested wo thet 
when he retuzms he 11 haw « comprehensive ides or 
what is to be included in the treaty. : : 
ft 40 She Aly Rex echemws, in ii. chanuvelts welsh: . 
the cwei d'Orsay is quite indifferent, and, if, after 
the expivy of three yeara, it Syriana vant to change 
ee ee ee ee throne, a1) well and 
personally had doubte ae to how « republie would 
’ mm t OB: ta , ope, ond only time could tell. There were 
alren ordinary maker of candidates for 
the + ieeebinidens ut Aly inspives ne Gallito interest to 
ecapare with thet in the future of the fort of Tripoli 
‘watch Paris fe determined shell not be 2 part of the new 
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American Consul General, Beirut, Syria. 
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H. 8. Goold, Hsoauire, 


I have the honor to transmit herewith a political 
Lf report for the period ending September 30,1931, 
I have the honor to be jir; 
always at your service, 


Very isle alist | yYOUTS. 





‘Joseph Dabbovss. 


800. Drag onan. 
Hnelosure,. 


Ll. Political report. 
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POLITICAL REPORT 
Fortnight ending September 30, 1931. 


IS DE IS OS Dis Ig IS 2g IK Ik 2K 2 2s ik 2s 2K 2K 2K 2K ok 2k 3s 


Rumors. . 
The fortnight under revision was the most active in 
political rumors Since about two years, the newspapers sare 
full with political articles and news about the situation, as 
well the rumors circulating evpywhere and being the individual 
or circular talk of everybody. 


King Feisal. | | 

King Peisal returned from Hurope and passed through 
Egypt where he interviewed Dr. Shabendar and many others as well 
his Cheif Secretary Rustum bey Heidar made some declaration to 
the press that was the cause of the activity in rumors, 


The Doublefold King. 
Rustum bey Heidar while in Palestine made a declaretion 


that it will be possible to unite the Irak State and Syria under 
one crown , this is based on the fact that if a king is to be 
elected for Syria there is no one capable to fill this possition 
except king Feisal of Irak, it is said that this was the finding 
of Shakib Arslan, Thsan el Jabiri and Fares el Khoury while in 
Hurope recently, this union between the two states is desired 
here by the majority of political circles and some newspapers, 
though it still an embroy, encouraged it and said that if this 
is realised it will be th @& best step this country made since 
the World War. 


Rustom Heidar in Damascus, 

18 person visited Damscus recently and was visited 
by a number of notables of the city of Damascys, Afif bey el 
Soloh made for him a tea banavet in which the situation was 
discussed, I learned that the opinion of King Feisal is to have 
no parties as remarking himself and that all the Syrian nation 
should confromt the forthcoming potitical creation in one line, 


Declaration of Dr, Shabendar, 

Dr. shabendar made a long declaration in the press 
in which he revised the-political situation and as a result he 
made an inclination toward royalism in Syria if the elected 
king can gain to Syria some of its political aspiration such as 
the independence, union of Syria and the termination of the 
mandate regime and its replacement by a treaty. 


The Rebels, 

ome of the rebels leaders who are in Aman made 4 
declaration that was published in the press in which they 
spoke against the Ketleh and its declaration about the | 
republican regime that was declared by Hasam bey el Attasy, 
they stood for a royal regime and for king eisal and his 


Be 


The French Opinion, 
The I'renc through some of their highest officials 

made semiofficial declarations in which they denied all facts 

about royal regime in Syria and that the French are for the 
' republican regime that was chosed by the constituants., In one 
of the declaration made the French say that they stand for the 
republic but if the forthcoming Syrian parliment change this 
article for a royal regime timex the mandatory will be with them: 
aS to reply their aspiration, 


What is in the Sky. | 
‘I. learned that the Mandatory government here will 
after the arrival of M. Ponsot prepare for a change in the 
actual regime by adopting the following steps; 
1. General amnistice, for political crimes. 
2. changing of the actual government, 
5. Carrying out in the country general eleutions 
for a parlime nt. 
4, Pixing of the regime and aiiaie: in the country 
a Solid goverment. 


Anglo-French Agreement. 

: ) at the French government and the British 
gover nnent had in 1927 agreed that they run a policy of 
cooperation in the Near east in the countries under their 
mandates and that recently thete was a Similar agreement for 
a future cooperation and duplicated polity in Syria and Irak. 





Activities of Parties. 
@ actual status of things now taking place made the 
circles which like to interest itself about the political situation 


enlarge itssphere and call for new subseccibers and make mL gnely 
meetings, 


Omar el Muktar, 

@ execution of Omar \iuktar a certain rebel leader 
in ivivel vania by the It » lian forces made here a large movement 
of fanaticism among moslem classes, @ prayer was made for him in 
Omayad mosque and the boycottage of everything Italian was 
preached in Damascus and Cables for even in newspapers, 


Me Solomiac. 

, “M. SOlomiac the French delegate in Damascus isnt for 
France in a hurry, I learned that he is called there ria 
conference about the Syrian question that take place on ost’, 6, 1931: 
M. Solomiac will return with M, Ponsot at the end of this month, 





Foseph Dabbouss, 
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Local papers were busy during the month in discussing and 
commenting on various politifal subjects in regard the mandate in 
Syria, the declaration made by Rustom Bey Haydar, Minister of 
Finance of Iraq, in connection with a monarchical regime in Syria 
under King Fayssal, and the speech delivered by the latter in 
Bagdad after his recent return from Surope. 


In the interview which Mr. Lavastre, Assistant Delegate of 
the High Commissioner in Aleppo, had recently with the representat 
of the Press on the occasion of his return from France, this high) 
functionary made in substance the following declarations : 








* On his return, Mr. Ponsot will think before all to endow ? 
Syria with a congress (House of Representatives) and a constitutio- 
nal Government which will have legal rights to discuss, prepare and 
sign a Treaty with France, Treaty which has to be approved by the 
Congress to be issued from the elections ; the date of the latter 
cannot’ be fixed before the return of the High Commissioner. 


" After the elections, the legal government,which will be 
constituted in Syria, will be able to establish with the Repre- i. 
sentative of the Mandatory Power the clauses of a Treaty which will” 
be submitted afterwards to the Svrian Congress. The terms of this ~~. 
Treaty will not be promulgated nor known before the elections, con-{ 
trary to the desire of the extremists. It is to the Constitutional 
Government to elaborate and discuss same, Syria not possessing at 
present legal representatives able to assume the responsibility o - 
this international act. The application of the clauses of the Treaty 
will not be immediate. From the internatiohal point of view, Syria 
is still in need of many "Mises au point" before being afle to form 
an independent nation. The League of Nations, in its last session, 
has made known the conditions which the nations under mandate have 
to fill before being declared apt for independence. Therefore France 
will continue to assist Syria during some vears more in filling thess_ 
international conditions, and then it will present it to Geneva to 


be 
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be accepted as a member of the League of Nations. Among these 
.conditions let us note the delimitation of our frontiers with 
Iraq, the organization of a national army capable of defending 
our security and our independence etc. These "mises au point" 
will necessitate a period of 4 years,and if Iraq is admitted in 
1932 to the League of Nations Syria will also be in 1936." - 


The declaration made at Damascus by Rustom Bey Haydar on 
the possibility of uniting Syria to Iraq in a Kingdom,with 
King Fayssal as Ruler, seems to have had a favorable echo among - 
the Mohamedan population of Syria. It can also’ be induced from | 
declarations made to the papers etc. that the Nationalists: or 
Extremists, who are declaring themselves as most inveterated 
republicans, do not seem to be in reality irreductibdle to rally 
‘ to the idea of the creation of the Nucleous of the Great Arab 
Empire, ambracing all Moslems States in the Near Zast, which 
they have been drenming of, provided that some special conditions 
be insured for Syria. The declarations made by Mr. Fares £1-Xhouri, 
one of the leaders of the Nationalists party "THAT We WILL NOT SELL 
THe REPUBLIC #XC@#PT FOR A HIGH PRICK", can be accepted as an inter- 
pretation of the feeling of his Party on this occasion. 


The recent speech delivered by King Fayssal at Bagdad, in 
which he passes in review the phases of his career.with some sig- 
nificant commentaries and severe criticiam in regard the past 
and present situation in Syria, gives the impression, in spite 
of official denials, that the recent visit of the Iraq Ruler to 
Paris was not altogether stranger to the spirit of the declarations 
made by his Chief Secretary and Minister of Finance of his country. 
Some persons even believe that if France is backing the idea of the 
unity of Syria to Iraq that is mainly for the Mossoul Petroleum 
sake. Fayssal, King of both countries, will have interest to be 
in good terms with the French,and consequently to protect the 
pipe-line. which has also as a terminus point a Syrian port. 


Security during the month was complete all over this district, 
with the exception of the attack of an automobile in the region of 
Maarra. | 

I have the honor to be, 

SIR, 


Very respectfully yours, 





LYV/MN. 


no. 7 


AMERICAN CONSULATE GENERAL 
BEIRUT, SYRIA 


UCT 23 193] 


SUBJECT: TBlections and Treaties. 


THE HONORABLE 
THE SECRETARY OF STATE, 


1/ 


WASHINGTON. 
SIR : 


By way of confirming the statement which 
NM. Chauvel made to me concerning the probable 
course of events to follow the arrival of M. 

Ponsot (my despatch No. 87 of October 3rd), I 
have the honor to forwerd herewith « oopy of 
Mr. Manachy's translation of the statement 
which M. Lavastre, Delegate of the High Commis- 
sioner in Aleppo, made on the occasion of his 
recent return from France. 

As ea result of an interview given in Damascus 
by Rustom Bey Haydar, the Finance Minister of King 
Faysel, in which he rather encouraged the idea, 
there has recently been an enormous amount of 
discussion end speculation in the political clreles 
of the three principal cities as to the possibility 
of Fayseal becoming king of Syrie and Ireq, a step 
to Pan-Arabia. 
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I an rather inclined, however, to believe that 
the statenents of Messieurs Chawvel and Levastre are 
& Little nearer to reality. 

Respectfully yours, 


 H. SS G00" 


H. S&S. Goold, 
American Consul General. 


Ene Losure: 


Copy of translation of 
statement made by HM. 
Lavastre. 


Distribution: 


Original and four copies to the Department. 
One copy to E.1I.C0., American Embassy, Faris. 
One copy to American imbessy, Istanbul. 
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_ ‘ (Bnolomre to despatoh no. /Tor H. S. Goold, American 
Consul General at Beimt, Syria, dated 
entitled "Elections and Treaties". ) 


(CORRECT COPY: HT) 


(Mr. Manechy's trenslation of the statement 
made by M. Levastre, Delegate General of 
the High Commissioner in Aleppo) 


"On his return, Mr. Ponsot will think before all to 
eniow Syria with a songress (House of Representatives) 
and a constitutional Government which wiil have legal 
rights to discuss, prepare end sign a Treaty with France, 
Treaty which has to be approved by the Congress to be 
issued from the elections; the date of the latter cannot 
be fixed bofore the return of the Mich Commiseioner. 


"efter the elections, the legal government, which 
will be constituted in Syria, will be able to establish 
with the Representative of the Mendatory Power the clauses 
of a Treaty which will be mbmitted afterwards to the 
Syrian Congress. The terme of this Treaty will not be 
promulgated nor known before the elections, sontrary to 
the desire of the extremists. It 1s to the Constitutional 
Gevernment to elaborate and discuss seme, Syria not pos- 
sessing at present legal representatives able to assume 
the responsibility of this international act. The applica- 
tion of the clauses of the Treaty will not be immediate. 
From the internetional point of view, Syria is still in 
need of many "Mises au point* before being able to form 
an independent nation. The League of Nations, in its last 
session, has made known the conditions which the nations - 
under mandate have to fill before being declared apt for 
independence. Therefore France will continue to assist 
Syria during some years more in filling these interna- 
tionel conditions, amd then it will present it to Geneva 
to be aecepted as a member of the League of Nations. 
Among these conditions let us note the delimitation of 
our frontiers with Iraq, the orgenization of a national 
ermy capable of defending our seourity and our independ- 
ence etc. These “mises au point" will necessitate a 
period of 4 years, and if Iraq is admitted in 1932 to the 
League of Nations Syria will also be in 1936." 





AMERICAN CONSULAR SERVICE 


Damascus, Syria, Oct. 






co Aen Py TNE 
arin cPMIRRRINTRTREEOIGEPNRAPAPSEAD Jacana emetic alsa eh j 
aroatecrnoseet fr , 


AMERIGAN GONSULATE GENERAL j 






CONFIDENTIAL. 
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H. S. Goold, asquirey — BEIRUT, SYRIA | 





American Consul General, Beirut, Syria. 


Dear Sir: 


I have the honor to refer to your letter dated 
Oct. 22, 1931, Fil@ No. 800/844, regarding the visits we 
made in Damascus, 


In reply therte I beg to inform you that the 
fbdrst visit we made was to Haky bey el Azem, one of the pro- 
French elements, and former governor of Damascus, he is the 
chairman of Hizb el Islah (Islah party). 


PAE, ODL 


The second visit we made was to Rida pasha #1-Rikabi, 
Marshal of the Turkish Army, iilitary Governor of Syria under 
the Arab regime of Ving Feisal, Minister and Governor of 
Trans jordania. He is an independant element. 


The third visit was to Jamil bey iuardam bey, a diplomate 
of HL Kitleh Watanieh (Kitleh group, the extremist notionslists) 
he wis not at home. Two days letter I saw his brother in law 
and gave him the card and reported to him the visit. 


The fourth visit made was to Mair Said el Jazaerly, 
the grand son of Emir Abdulkader, this person of the monarchist 
party. 


The fifth visit was made to Fares bey el whoury, in 
whose house was a group discussing the electric boycottage. he 
is of the Kitleh Watanieh. 


The sixth visit wis made to Atta bey el Ayoubi, a 
pro-French element and of the Islah party, former minister of 
justice. He was not at home and we left card for hin. 


{[ have the honow to be Sir, 
alw2ys at your service, 


very respa ully yours. 






Soa0h Dabbouss, 
p Tag onan 
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eee Bey @L seas the former, Governor of Dawns ous “But ‘who. 
eae waa the General we called on who had opposed the 
Ottoman entry into the war amd who, I believe, was. 
ee allowed to realign? Was he Rida Pasha Rikarbdi? | ae 
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JECT: King Feisal, 


THE SECRETARY OF STATE, 
WASHINGTON. 
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Such interest in the probable political future of 
His Most Excellent Majesty, King Feisal, has been 
aroused by the reported remarks of Rustom Bey Haydar, 
the Iraq Minister of Fineamee, and those of another 
member of the Sovereign's entourage, that I deem it 
worth while briefly to set forth the principal points 
of articles on thie subject recently published by | 
"L'Orient” of this city, which I have very good reason 
to believe were officially inspired. But to begin with, 
let me repeat oxectly what the Finence Minister said: 
"~The Frenoh Government have approved, in 
principle, the project of the fusion of Syria 
and Traq under the sam orown, and they are 
leaving to King Feisal the business of coming 
to an understanding with the Syrians fo x ites 
accomplishment.” 
He added that M. Ponsot knew nothing of the negotiations 
wnich had taken place in Paris between the King and M. 
Philippe Berthelot. 





4nd now for "L'Orient's" inspired denial: M. Philippe 
Berthelot had never had a private interview with King Feisal 
and, moreover, during the summer there had not been any 
wegotiations in Paris or elsewhere on the Syrian question, 
either with King Feisal or Fares Bey Khouri, the Nationalist 
leader, or with any other politician from this part of the 
world. The only conversations which had teken place were 
those between i. Ponsot and menbers of the Government 
departments interested. 
T now come to the statement published as being made by. 
the other member of the King's entourage whose identity I 
do not know. It was as follows: 
"The negotiations which he (the King) engaged 
in with the French authorities were conducted to 
the satisfaction of both parties, and have resulted 
in a happy manner, both for him and for the various 
countries under Mendate." 
As to the truth of this statement, "L'Orient” says that the 
King is merely an “amiable mystifier™,. It then sets out to 
give an account of the two pilgrimages which His Majesty 
made to Paris during the summers of 1930 and 1951, respect~ 
ively. | | 
The first time, Feisal went to the French capital quite 
incognito ond spent fifteen long days in a hotel without 
heving any official person "risk the indelicacy of violating 
his privacy". Official Paris felgned to be quite unaware 
of his presence. Of course, this excessive courtesy was not 
at all in accordance with His Majesty’s hopes. But realize 
fag that he had no ground for insisting, he did not do so, 
and left the capital as discreetly as he had come, however, 
not without laying a wreath on the tomb of the Unknow 
Soldier. 
Having 


Having failed to break the Parisian ice, His Majesty's 
sole desire was then to see M. Ponsot. He saw him at Dijon 
end M. Ponsot invited him to dinner. Before dinner a con- 
vyersation necessarily occurred, and here "L'Orlent”, and 
perhaps the officials of the High Commission who inspired 
the article, beeame a little unkind. What was said at this 
conversation? It was the vame and interminable sconversa- 
tion of a Bedouin, sliding over all the problems, soncen- 
trating on none, which only the dinner hour ended, since 
the French interlocutor being gifted with unextinguishable 
resources of patience, manifested no sign of fatigue. 

Obviously encouraged by the natural courtesy of M. 
Ponsot, the King insisted on seeing M. Aristide Briand, at 
thet moment in Geneva. His insistence with the High Commis- 
sioner end the entourage of the Minister of Foreign Affairs 
led them to persuade M. Briand, who offerred His Majesty 
tea in the HOtel des Berges. It was an exehange of 
courtesies, nothing more. The return to Baghdad followed, 
with enigmatic miles but no declaration to the preas. 

This year, His Majesty decided to take certain precen- 
tions. Before leaving Baghdad he asked the French Consul 
General to sound out the Qual d‘Orsay to ascertain whether 
the King of Iraq would be officlelly received. The reply 
came thet there would be no objection. Feisel wes, a8 a 
matter of fact, invited by the President to lunch at 
Remboulllet. The King declered that beside himself and the 
President, M. Philippe Berthelot was the only person present 
at the lunch. But "L'Orient" insists that several politi- 
Gians of note and certain high officials were invited. (Is 


the 


the word "invited" advisedly used? Were the functionaries 
and politicians actually present?). However, M. Ponsot was 
not there, but, at the time, was on vacation in the Alps, 

end it wae some days later that the King md the Commiasioner 
met to have mother conversation, hardly more precise or 
importent than that of 1950. 

Whet is Brother Ali going to think about all this fuss, 
Ali, whom Feisel had jockeyed off the throne of Baghdad? 
"L*Orient” asks this question in an obviously mischievous 
apirit, and then ges on to state that there is quite a pack 
of royalties in the ueighborhood, including Abdallah, the 
Emir of Transjordenia, the young and beautiful Emir Zeid, 
not to forget Prince Adel Ben-Ayad, the Sherif Ali Haydar, 
the Emir Said sbdel-Kader, and the Khedive Abbas Hilmi, 
Abdalleh is neither meek nor mild. Indeed, rather "guapo", 
as on Argentine would say. 

The artiole concludes, that Felseal has been rather 
hurried with his project which (and here I believe one 
should take careful note), in itself, is not utterly beyond 
accomplishment and realization, and that His Majesty should 
have waited two or three yeers before making his moves, 
Agein, his extreme nervousness has betrayed his interests. 

This first article should doubtless have been suffi- 
Clent to stop discussion of the matter, but such was not the 
case, and much speculation has been indulged in, both in the 
press ed in conversation, as to whether it was the idea of 
those shaping the future of this part of the world that Ali 
wes to be the King of Syria while Feisal was to be a sort of 
King of Kings, or Emperor, uniting Iraq end Syria and Trans- 
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jordania, end through his personal influence, forever 
bringing to an end Anglo-lrench rivalry in the arabic 
world. There have been rumors of an impending conference 
between Ibn Seoud and Felsai, and of an excursion of a 
delegation of Syrian politicians to Baghdad. 

And so "“L*Orlent” returned to the charge and invited 
the attention of its readers to the feet that during the 
month of May, 1950, a Constitution had been promulgated for 
Syria, and that this Constitution provided, 

"Syria is a parliamentary Republie***The | 
legislative power shall be exercised by the Chamber 
of Deputies***The executive power shall be confided 
to the President of the Republic***The President of 
the Republic shall be eleeted by the secret ballot 
of the absolute majority of the members of the 
Chamber***No one shall be eligible for the Presi- 
deney who does not fulfil the conditions required 
for election to the Chamber of Deputies and who has 
not attained his thirty-fifth year.” 

"LtOrient" insisted that all this meant that the Presi- 
dent must be a Syrien and that the Constitution itself 
excluded all possible sendidates from Iraq, Tran sjordania, 
Arabla, Tunisia and other perte of the world. But on 
exemining our copy of the instrument, I merely find (Chap- 
ter 2, Article 35) that provision is made that the Chamber 
of Deputies is to be composed of menbers elected in accord- 
ance with an electoral law t be enacted in conformity with 
principles formulated in the subsequent Constitutional 
articles. And these articles, as far as I can make out, do 
not inaiset that a deputy be a Syrian national. However, as 
far as "L'Ortent” is concerned, Feisal, ALL et als are 
excluded by the Constitution (which evidently “must and 
shall be preserved") all of which is sufficient to explain 
why M. Briand, who has many more important things to do in 


dealing 


dealing with the Manchurian situation and the general 
European situation, has not taken the trouble to te. the 
Syrien Nationalists precisely what is the attitude of the 
french Government toward certain royal ambitions. 

I believe thet M. Chauvel's statement to me (My 
despetch No, 87 of October Sra}, M. Lavastre's statement 
on his return to Aleppo from France (My despateh No. 107 
of October 23rd) and now these articles gave a fairly 
eacourate view of the existing position, and what is likely 
to occur after the return of M. Ponsot. Perhaps you will 
remember that iM. Chauvel stated that the French representa- 
tive st the Council of the League hoped to make a certain 
stetenent at Geneva during the month of June of next year, 
4f all aes well", adding that the “if all goes well" was 
by for the most important part of what he had to say. 

There ie more than the possibility of trouble in the dif 
ferent interpretation of the nature of the coming elections 
by the Netionalists ond the French. The position of the 
Yrenoh is that they are to be legislative elections for the 
choice of Deputies to a Chamber, provided for by a valid 
existing Constitution, while meny Netionalists consider 
that they will be elestions for a constituent assembly. 

If, instead of electing a Chamber on the basis of the 
existing Constitution and, if they so desire, amending 

the Charter according to its provisions, they take the 
position that no Constitution exists, and that they have 
been called on to make one,--they may be right, but I 


fear 


four that they will not get waeh “furreder*, 
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Heo. Goold, squire, 


American Consul General, Beirut, Syria. 


I have the honor to attach herewith s short political 
report about the situation in this district for the vsriod 
ending October 31, 1931. 

I have the honor to be Sir: 

always at your service, 


very respectfully yours, 


ie 


Joseph Dabtorss, 
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1. Political Report. 


POLITICAL REPORT - 
Month ending Oct. 31, 1931. 


fe ak ak 2 aK ok ak akc 2 9k aK ak ic 2k 2k ak ok 3k . 


ens etes ater 


The most important political event that took place 
during October is the declaration of the Chamber of Deputies 
in Djebel Druse about the separation of their district from 
any union with Syria and that they remain independent state 
under the direct guidance of France, 

There was also a petition made by the Druses and 
Signed by important notabios such as Abdulgster nasha Atrash, 
Hassen Atrash, Moteib Atresh, some of the Halaby family nd 
mony others. This petition is to bs prosented to the French 
H.C. and cont iin three dem nds. 1. The independerce of Djebel 
Druse as a state under the wrench protection. 2. Demand of 
a number of villages that are at present in Syrian frontier. 
3. Protection of the southern boundatty. The second two etems 
being 2 shade for the first one which is the most imvar tant 
in the petition, 

There is at Djenel Druse ®@ minority which is not 
ef tne independant opinion ana aesire to join Syria.8ut I 
learned that the greatest majority of the Druses sand christians 
in Djebe1l Druse desire no union with Syria at present and their 
prove is that the Druses do not want to be the fighting army 
of some extremist Damascus nationalists who lead them toward 
ruins, the local government in Syria is nothing but a eurtain 
and everything is in the hand of the Mrench therefore is preferable 
for the Druses to join the l!rench directly from heving any go- 
betweene 

Moteib bey Atrash made a declarstion in the press 
and stated that the Druse interest at present is to rem ain 
independent from any union with Syria but whenever Syria will 
have a strong and powerfull govermmemt the Druses will reconsider 
the situation, 


Independence of Djebel Druse. 


Rida Pasha #L5Rikabi. 
Rida Pasha Rikabi made some activities toward creating 

what he called a united fromt made up of 211 the varties now 

in Damascus, he made a meeting at his house to which he invited 
notable personages of all the parties, all the invited revlied 
the invitation and came to the meeting with the exception of the 
invited personnels of the Kitleh Watanieh, in this meeting the 
situation was discussed and Rida Pasha made a Speech in which he 

Spoke about his aim of the meeting to unite the parties and 
form one line of all the nation. A second and third meeting 
were made but it seems in vain will go the activities of Rida 
Pasha because of the obstination of the Kitleh to remain alone 
aS a national party. 


Ze 


Three Visitors. 

In e first part of October, Rustom bey Haidar, the 
minister of finance of Irak who was with ge) Peisal in Prance, 
Safwat Pasha Awa, The private treasurer of King Feisal, and 
Auni Abdulhady a well knownnotable of Palestine who is an 
aSider to Yeisal came to Damascus and int erwiewd many notables 
and made Some propoganda for the united thrown on Syria and 
Irak with a common king. Practically they met all the parties 
and xrs discussed the situation with them. 


H1-Youm,. 

The Kitleh replaced their stopped newspaper Bl=Ayam 
by the El-Youm which is a daily paper and is the organ of the 
Kitleh and Istiklal Party group. 


The Hedjaz Railway. ° 
The Ton ttee of defence of the Hedjaz Railway made 


a protest against the mamdate of the D.H.P. of the part in 
fhe French Zone of the Hedjaz line. On last Friday a large meeting 
was made in the Ommayad Mosque and after which a demonstration was 
made, the shops and bazaars of the city of Damascus closed for 
half a day an this occasion. 


Fares Bey Khoury. 

Fares bey Khoury who is a head of the Zitleh Watanieh 
and who was in France returned to Damaseus but dia not yet made 
any declaration about the situation. 


The Boycottage, 
The boycottage of the electric lights made some activities 


in the second part of October. There is a1S0 negociations for the 
ending of this boycottage and recently M. Veebert the Delegate in 
charge made a go-between between the Electric Company and thepeorle. 
Kin Peisal speech, 
| King Fei made a Speech in Bagdad in which he mentioned 
his activities in Syria and criticised the extremists who were the 
reason of the Syrian problem dificulties to the present time. 
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Conterenet, &@ phage of beeitation in colonies, ama foreign 
“Lier, of she equrting of the doubtful sympathies of the 
Moola “owd, of the pegupreated popularity ad’ the idea of 
on A260 Pederathen umior Oritiah werleetion., “Wer singe 

the disturiandes of 222e, the tar 





cnenay hen at Jhonieu'a far 
tunes bee Goo tahiine, and cloniam stande amagced and pare 
plexed. The physlonl “Laturbances were followed by moral 
ieturbancea: the verdies of the wnjority af the Shaw Com 
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Sian Hope tiwpsonts Adgert on Lend GettLement tedgre tion 


wn aw 


.and Vevel.opmeat, the hits Paper of Ootober 190%), on the 
future polisy of the Mandatory Government, the stispension 
of immigration in May 1950, and other events. The struggle 
on two fronts, with the irab leaders and with the /andatory 
Goverment has left Zionian weakened and appallingly for- 
saken. Yor the maral support which the League of Nations 
tendered tea Ziontan ange the British tizhtened up the screws. 
The attack fron without was not long in progres: be- 
fore internal weakness “anifested itself: diverencies of 
opinion, apathy, loss of faith, verplexity of mini, wavering 
of courage, doubts at decisive moments. Only for a bricf 
space of time immediately after ihe jugust horrors did the 
Jewish peovle show themselves responsive to the appeal of 
“iLOnist realisation, at least materialistioally. A mighty 
movement gave bir’h to the [mercency Fand for riot sufferers, 
which ao)leoted over half a million pounds ina very short 
period, The brief phrase of solidarity, peeneers was follow- 
ad by the ourse of discord. 

“fhe Seventeenth Zionist Congress, which was held at 
faesel last July, took place in the sien of faction and dis 
union. Yt was'a foregone conclusion that all the pentup - 
feeling of two years of oslamities would explode at Basel 
and that the Congress Hall would be a field of battle among 
the “ioniat groups and parties. Despite appalling material 
eonditions, the cessation of Jewish agricultural settlement, 
the closing of the gates of the country» ‘the ‘@windling of 
“Loni st funds, ‘the ‘deterioration ‘of Jewish masses in the 
Diaspora who are economically ruined, the delecates had no 
ears for any constructive: programe ond the many Vows thet 


yawned before ‘the ‘rapporteurs on agricultural settlement 


age 


and finance bore eloquent testimony - to the mood of the 
Congress. At a time of ideological crisis and senevall 
revision, the impatience with details 1s intelligible. 

As a result of a random interview of some journalist 

with Dr. Weizmann, the question of the ultimate aim of 
Zionism suddenly became the pivot of the proceedings. 

For a few days the Congress was torn among conflicting — 
definitions and formulae ranging from "eonditions enabling 
free automonous development" to "ae Jewish Ma jority on both 
banks of the Jordan and the establishment of a Jewish State." 
The motives for the demand for a definition of the ultdmat e 


aim, were varied. The leader of the Revisionist (maximalist) 


~  Xionists, Vladimir Jabotinsky, endeavored to prove from par- 


liamentary documents and diplomatic correspondence that the 
expression "National Home" in the Balfour Declaration, which 
was embodied in the Mandate for Palestine, meant "Jewish 
State," and he championed the policy of making this conumma- 
tion the declared aim of Zionism and this interpretation 

the basis of its claims. Other, mare moderate, elenents 
demanded a definition of the aim from other considerations, 
for the sake of restoring the morale of the ranks by telling 
clearly whither they were being led. In their honest de- 
sire to counteract the extreme liquidationist tendencies 

of a small seotion of the Movement , these moderates very 
nearly fell into the trap of another dangerous provocation 
like that of the Wailing Wall. in fact, the enemies of | 
Zionism were waiting eagerly for the defini tion of the 
Ultimate aim. One of the delegates put it very well when 
he said: "Whoever demands a definition of Zionism at ‘this 


juncture, wants to’ mobilize all our enemies against us; like 
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the grention of «@ lum reserve for saw setilows whe 
Aeuponsible Sioniats haw always realised that a bharmene 
ious cevelopiest of Jewish settiovent was laponeibie 
without the moisgine of the «ffidglienay and ee nomie stani«~ 
ard of the arab pengant’s (felleh*e) menage, After the 
emperianeg Of the last twa yeare, hawerer, during whieh 
vteniet ideale wore used as geupone sgainet the Jews on 
maui, the faniet ideal of the return of econg~mtes lly 
uprooted Jovish tmesen te pracuetive work on their anced 
tral solicwas detumed by the arate as the predatory cise 
pomienwion of others, and the anderpopulated Laud wae 
presonted ae goonemiqaliy eaturated in @dwr Lo Justify 
the stepoeqe of Jewion developyent, « 10 would be etre age 
if the Jews €14 not reeelwos 26 Laaet with mesorvati one 
oon gmaeh oro jeote oF the Nandutary as are Loituble in 
ovd ied phate 

Uifortucsatwly, 18 lea @lakaad by the Jone, signe 
that the bevelopmant Gghewe ia not te be purely « pro« 
arensive amd iapnwiiel meme, aire a lremdy noth man tinge 
The teadenald Letter alroniy referred ta, sa well aa 
the debter of Lord Paesfieldéd to the High Coemiealener an 
She Development Scheme, wlate, In Gy chny wore, that the 
Aghwe Will eoagern iteel? primariiy with the solontae- 
tion ef Awaba vendergd Jandleas throagh the lend pireha eos 


of the Jaws, At fire sight, om would oupoogs thet the 


ve ia 
é 


i hide 


reference is solely to arab cultivators (tenants) whe 
ware evicted upan the aeqaiattion af the land by fewish 
owners . Oks Ghdale, the Undersiineretary for the Colon 
lev, however, replying $o a queation of Me for Kenworthy 
{a the House of Cammonay atated thet preference for oolon- 
wition usder ihe develogment dohene ne Arava rend red 
landless by Jewlah purchases would be given not only to 
tonante byt. to, owners ~ fellanin whe hed voluntertly gold 
thedse land 0 Jews. Thie strained interpretation bas 
cuptadaly no justiviestion iw legic., In the oe fority 
of gupen whore Jowiah Goaletios Dourht Yan? from a felleh, 
baa latter lacked the oupital for exploiting his sur» 
lane The priee he received for the curplue loud whi a 
ho eld te Jewish buyers enabled hia to develop and improve 
hie fave The .deinietration res lined thin so well, that 
in JOM they annulled, can no-longer netessary safeguari, 
i ee SOO, a} te oF the Land Tranefer Crdiaines of waa wht oh 
obliged tne felted to Petain & Hus ‘talent aren of land for 
himself. he Jens trol that, even it a fallah founda, as 
expedient $0. well all ef ite land te Jone, mrely that 
La his private ‘gonderh, and 1% is hard. to ave why ne shoul 
be givan preferance: ubder the tana tevelopnant serene. 
(re Ne ‘taelanwdy one of the eldest. Joni oh ‘Agrionl~ 
tural settlers. ta indantines: who hae the wast intinate 
row Leds @ at the: ite and vonditi on of whe Sea ents oites 





in a atudy on “the Jouten : sob slonent and the “een” wh oh 


he pub) ahed fa 1920, toxens or examples Of ovab Viliagas 
wih were saved fra ruin and hari titated thomeolves. . 
very sutinfuesarily by welling per 





their Jaws ab neighbors, aequiring Sennen ane adapting 





eee 


now mokhede. 
Bite Upeleaniy'e e608 redeiven wonfirnn tion from 
6 feitish soume whigh the prevailing smition solioy 
finde tev eouesions for dnvoking. Ur. itrickland, an 
expert want out to Palestine by the Britian Governnan§ 
in A900 Ammedintely after cJimpaon to iavestigaic the 
state of the fellaheun and the possibilities of devel- | 
@ping sooperatives anong then, euphneiaes in bie. deport - 
that the couse of the falinahts poverty ta nok shortave — 
of dai but hie indebtedness to the e7fendd (the rian 
landlord), “ho extraete a hatrernielis cary fran hime 
he deg@iares that the only way in whieh the foliah*s. 
ist onn be improved is Oy euupkying Sin the meang with 
whieh to rid hineael? of the burden of debbie and iInteroct 
under whieh he ia eabegeeriuge  otrigeiand's amot wards 
ares | : | 
| tevegilda SxQuble however ig his debte an 
Long Kem wanda oultivatar sees the burden of 
he Gebt to be great and.the rate of accruing 
interest so high thet nok only the present 
pment at. hin. EAR but even she dinevenacd 
anaunt of re duge which he may hope to ageure 
, so mine agriculture revedant are. iniulfia 
ont ter bay e Ort his ered cone ‘he will make 
panes sinosre mela sai to alter his plan of oultivas ie. 
| pe his present crops fig Lo to pey one-half 
tf the interest won bie doit, there is little 
oo ve to wake sah taprot mont wih ‘ 
i. eo ae Oy CRYO (uarters oF the andent. . 
ee Seaaree” wi 1 fall @ntiyaly inte the hands of 
haa, ered tore, while he will only labor the harder 
witheut Kope of Yeaching frendon.” (The ubrtekdand , 
Report, ie: ry Pebe LR)» cen 
voy ye Otrdekdand helda that the: way sn; xe save Ay be 
the | fallen, trom, Mis evil plignt ia pot to prevent hin trae 
selling his wurplua, but to grant hin the means whieh wii 


yYelease hin fran hie bondage to the usurer. These means 









gannet be supplied in the form of short term loans, while 


we Sine 


the grant of long ter: eredite by Government or by un 
“agricultural bani in rognrded by | ys ateioklond as « resl 
‘danger when would have. the ultinate affeet or é4 apaua- 
| ossing hin from hla lands tn inport. of thin view tf, 
: otriokiand refers to the gad nericultural bunk on 
| ‘rena jordan ahieh te eoupel Led te foreolose and sell 
they property of about 4 er. cent of ite areditors enoh 
year” (osriokland feport DP. ee “Waewhere tn nie Yoport, 
“Mrs Str ckiand elaborates his argument that in ander to 
relieve ninself fron his burden of deot the follah aust 
sel} his land or leuse Le in ite entirety roe o wumber 
of yours, and on page 36, he te quite definite (n his stete- 
non that “share ie in generah auah to be said for the 
| siecaaine or bhe saaee to s@il a pert af his tyrioable 
Land through tie agaoy of the ‘Land Rang tml ttee” anid 
to repay the ree sonable alame or his areditars frou the 
on le proaeads and develop the resmindax of lide irri gable 
hand with any Bi; rplus Senna ning and with. mak & C435 orm 1 
money ee the Panel will advunge." 
Under the otveustances, the iowa maintain that if 
none Arabs Dave ehosen. to acll tnoie farms ‘and stast. 
atresh iw ne town op elsennere, where. doen net. seen. to be 
much” justification for agoord ng. ity preference fer elon 
ou tion ‘wader the hevelopamt Hehene asa peraon. "pend: red 
landless by the Semhe” | 
Te Sar, the Aged leators have nso been oppeaing 
‘, the ‘henene, whilst, heir ay: mae ronuons exclusively polit- 
Apel, their motives: stad hardly » - hay are for Ske 


moat nart big lankownare and axe afraid leat the Sehene ™ 


ass EA sates, 
oh Se 


nny y place he, in an awkward powition. Yor ‘nove wont 
Arab farm rs “no have he OME: indobtednens lost thetr 
land to ‘note rioh money ‘Lande “ WALL narely te pleased 


whuen she Seheome gota started i) ‘thay hated venante who 





ware aviated as & Rem at of Jowi ab purchases and generously 
con enauted, ‘on ‘the one hana, ant oma owners Like ‘thas 
aelvos whe: voluntartiy soe their land ‘to Jens, an the 


~ other, being sottied at the State's expense; whdlat they» 


(the ama Arab ferners) whe Lost ‘shetr land “o ‘other Arabs 
sorive na ienedinve benefit from whe Boheme. 

-_ In general the at leaders four ond dhatrust novelty 
& = progress of ay sort. artter his visit ‘*o Palestine 

in rors, | vias Ramsay vmedonade pubbished the taldoeing 1 eta ge 


mane 
ete and of Palestine in held by large owners, 
wad thes glass line qoncentrated in ite bend the 





cunershiy of towne, the enploysent of later and 
roo, Wteeee Hore than thet, At. bas ruleé, cGiicoted 
sexes and led an abedions people. All this is 
hae hreatened.. Palestinian id economies bad its 
foweee then removed by the ond ing of the wae ea 
>, eupation, . The winde of Rurope are boning 
upon thar, and they om. aot étand the ou ting sheey. 
, o ay wee She comming simdow. of & cultivator protect ad 
in is labour and property, they sea the eng of “i 
: | Van 


gust eunstions, they see their power, vaniani 
Rey are _Fhanthng for their liven.” : rs,oet 















ov onder ousession. .. They are Aide nll 
and their t intersate are wrapped wp in bins pd consar~— 


8 They pave. p 
ere 6 mre Long ers. They san San intusabe ae 
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- Lenders. h heir people 

a he pel iera, foolish things and to net, vehi nat eqn 
interest: 

rox, i¥ BhoUld Be AdGed ‘thet although the ipeotor 

of Developaent haa iL teady arrived in valostine, I te” 

‘doubt tar whether the Brivieh ‘Parlianent with ‘yatiry wack” 

















yan oy f 
iAS ih cae RS 


haw fie ee ant bang winte of he 


° ie oe gs sae 





In adds Bion eek he external tuetors, ‘the now 
thd ial ES rai a number of aterm 4 aan. 
mbtion: whiten we renter Lis ‘Yeake tarpioutt in the ane 
treme. Sane ep ‘wachorter, « i partes, ‘of ‘aubt, a ‘trussates 
madiget “eh ausfietest even Por barely Maing, hha et 
alous exeoutiae ti eonetriotive: ‘warke the tage adoptes 
thiw your at the Aeiaton of ‘ghe Kanintateative { Sounail ox 
the tewken vkenuy at Beale ie ony heeds Hill 00, Laat Whpt 
aed estab whiel- whe railed a ‘the ‘Pret Seeaton ‘in “a 
at Surtees the nan! eee | yarenere iia the ow \ats Agetey 
wn golmed tin the Mile 
eolaueal ‘@riste Wad and ‘the ake of ‘the 1 WORE, ate. 
alveidy wettiis ‘tn, have: not an yet 4 splayed any arent. 
‘torte’ to "hes » themselves to the nen ee. . 

bow ener . iene ‘venta Ageney « on » postion ~poicil 
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‘ 8 ron | to Feduae the selleetious 


me in a 


aa ttone of the ve 


eh te 


aad Goversaien 


wo L he 


enononia oriais, whieh began in the Vaited Staten in 

she ascond half of 1080 wae the main catia. The 

| Jevich ‘arddle claason, whd in Auerhes os everyeherd | 

cleo are ‘the main ‘contributors ‘to “honist funda, were 

partioularly arfoated. when powartur ataton wid es- | 

pooinliy fiimnotad fnatititions are feeling the piueh, 

it is ‘not surprt aing that Keren ove showld have boon 

cory hard wit. | 
sooorthng to ‘the réport presmited te the * heoond 

| Benet a: 4 oF the Adminietmative Combi of the. Fea Amey, 

bh Ancose of F ‘wen Hayeaod va5° a 





| 2G ely ad AS wear Sane Wn EAE ae anes 
or & deere oe or approwimetely BB | 





~ Anth we even the funds avedleble for natioral settle- 
ment ths progeding yeara Derely gulfloed for the quote of. 
labour irmieration of those days, bet were tnonpahle of | 
aocolorating the progress of the undertaking te the pose 
vhieh the nituntion called for, the grave import of the 
above figures will be wppredl ated, Avdording to overt 
nent ‘figures ‘the natural inc‘onse of eaeniainbil din Palow 
tine ory 1650 en an ‘Rekkewer ‘on 

sill Jeua'~ Sant: 
‘Hon~ sews <2 208 aes 

“Phe rate of inoreake or the Dopalation of Palestine 
in 1980 woe 24.6 per thousand) 

obws ously, at the present rete of ‘innigntion: 

zAoniat cannot’ possibly onteh tip the 4isadvantage of dos: 

year (i'9, 780 thabitente), 
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iw. Awle Silla, Senier avulatent Chie? focretary 
of toe Paleating Gureruent, at the time of The Shaw 
inquiry, prewred for the Coemiesion of Inguiry sow 
diagrams to indiente the probable ultioate state of 
population on various asown tions of Jewlah fomigra« 
tien. <Axscording te Diagram IV, sseusing thet the 
gummed surplus of Jewish imaigration over emigration 
wild be 10,000 and the natuinal ingrease of the popula- 
tion in Pwlestine of 19°/o per 1,000, the Jewiah popula- 
tien #122 number only @.0 miliidans oy the tite the none 
Jevieh population attains the flaure of 5 militons. How, 
the averege anntunl exdeas of Towieh i migration ever exni- 
aration im the past deoade hae in fact been only 9,000. 
Lf fewieh ieaigreation ia te proceed atili more slowly in 
future, (wnich £t io bound te de by fur) the prowpecta 
would, of necessity eappwar to be vonalderabiy reatrioted, 

“gonmomionlly, the country is rapidly euerging from 
tie Mimitive etege. The enterpr sos which are now being 
Geveloped arg canpletely chaming ite aspect and convert- 
ime 40 inte a progressive country that attracts fore an 
eapitel and tesigranta. The expansion of ‘aiwstine's 
oiimaity foxy absorption, wpon whieh “Gionian ping all ite 
hopes and Duane ite glaima, my turn oui dLereatrous if 
at io not in a positian alsmaltanesusly to inermaue ite 
Laventaente of mon and money. for in that ease others 
wil poe the held which it hae ploughed ani sown. 

‘doniete therefore alain that mags toni gration of 
Joe and sony eagnomie Pealimation are the only ways 


by which Cioniim oun aghieve its gonl, 


Monten baa venoned a turiing point In ite history. 
Yrom warious causes, bath tenporry ‘ana vaknavent, the 
ineome of ite Ania keeps Milling ort. hate te reason 
to believe that the pexminont enuses have beén under-_ 
rated; and that the worsening Of the scOndmie condition 
of Yorld Jewry aad the polities oftuatién are less 

to blemd thank wie mupbesed, In tings or orisie, even 





righ tates, Whieh derive their budgete from sient 
find 4% GifPiowdt encign, to neke both ange Meet. How, 
Gurivg those very ame 12 post-war yeare whien Govern» 
neta with @ivib’ and military authori tis # ‘found ® dhe | 
trosetng Yinenesaliy, the Yetestine ‘endeavor has been 
siatetiend wolely by voluntary contributions. ‘ Your as ter 
your the Jew in the Diaspora in genera amt in the waited 
States in portioular, how been giving his contrt button 

<doniet funda as wall a6 to local ahari tion. qulturel 
inetitutions and Yeltef for Yast Tarrapee: Jomry and Jewieh 
Cot adeation in Grines and siberta. fle de tired of siving, 
oven apart fru: goinomie arisie. — Parcy aif terencos, 
or itiod am or matho da and distruat of the persons in charae 
helped ‘further to weaken the desire to give, ane whe * there 
is no ‘neana of atrong appoei to hts sontinents, a depends ; 
an the ‘donor's from of rind. : “Obviously, rationed mere. | 
tokens ® anno be built on much “wamund founda tions. dear ahd 

| edondet Leaders | are alrouty beginning vo realize | 
the situation, ond nei thoughts are turning to other | 
methoda, They sean to have duet Pealined that only . 
when aotive and Andispensibie eoonomte. factors ore ereat= a 
ad ta ‘ace | tne | place or the preenrioun ontinent of Sonar He - 


W402 Thoaion be Sflied with new life ant vigour, , 
Only when the upbuilding of the land hes besome -he 
persoml cougern of avery uionist, when the individ 
ia. seme in eloniam the so.ution of hia own personm | 
problem wad scekg in it a root over tis own head and 
beens for His own mouth, aod the Kovement grows of 
itsel? without outeide stimudd and eentieentel fisvor~ 
Mis cntiak vaintnn di: 
be the ovleotive aoucitious for euch a deyelap- 
monh CXLGY? fa dian : Ties are 

ae at first phant | at wWoULd goem paradox gel to. Look 
for big prospects for vioniga and the upbuilding of 
Malesting Just at @ tine of eoonomic ebb and ruin in 
Jomry the world over and expoat ally. ey ADEE Oo The. 
shelobd t gasentially a Pace of pre 12 entrepreneurs, are 
bot vupertioiully rooted in the econand ¢ Lite of the. 
countrs ath | they live in, une consequently td Le veld 
KROWN » vhey bow the brunt of avery arists and every 
Crenor on the abook exahange 46 Lindle ‘te inpoverieh | | 
then overnight, Le Avinaarev, sueceeded to colonel 
Kian in the | outst | ixqoutive betieves that ot these 
ruined Jews in Piespara wid noize ‘the first opportuce . 
ity that offers ituclt of waving thelr reneining ‘wortaly 
goods and Anvesting thom an pute enterprioes. Eyery>_ 
body knowa ‘the Auportant pert ‘that, we playue by the 
Jews in ‘the davelopnent of industry and poneneree in 
va rious European countries ane in anerton,, and the ok 
tensive ‘proupeotive opportunttics in Palestine of whieh 
t have Sunt epaken wild offer La wide fheka tor the energy, 
talonte ant 1 onpitad of he some of the ‘Bhaspore fn, 


OFel and. the Jews of the Vaulted o tates Sn particular. 

( Hegen: Lare Atlagarey' 6 u apaeah @iven in ¢ Pree to 

Jwwiah newapaver. sorrenpantonts) ; outs - 
in the poiitions tanston, the foqt hag gone: tite 

uopiond that..juat in the ,aat two years the founda on 

thous have buen igid for numersua large new undertake 





ings and many enterprises alresdy in extatenoe baw 
made great progveuse... aa 
in virtue, ag the Suleatine and, Saale Atrios | Le oars 
ftthy ARS, One miliien powuia out of the. * 8,890,900 
Lenn, wad oh whe udyanend to Paleatins wore allotted te 





the eonsteuction of the iaife ‘arbour, and in Yebruary 
lvaQ, work on the Harbours wan begun With vigour. In 
Tanvary, 1020, the contrat batwoon the Maleatina Potash 
Ste Tbe, and She Crown agen’ @ for the Colentes on bee 
nal f of the eal cative Gevergent, for the exp 10) tation 
of the atuersls of the lend Goa, wan signed, The _. 
futtenbem: hydroealcotrie pleat of the Jorden River, 
and the eleetrifioantion of the ecuntiry are alroeady be- 
ing realised ona jerge aoele. in the Maritive Fain, 
sloetwien. power in-adrendy being used for the Lifting 
of water from undergroums qurrente. The Central Vower 
Btation by the Jordan and the, Yarwuk, will soon begin. 
(*o wupply eleetrignal power. at moderne priees. to. farmers 
and: uh tehergrowers, and eheotriaity ie beginning to 
ey 4 an important. part in: the, untertakingse...0 ..4 
peering te:the Report of, the Experbe, wulmdt 
int in urveye Commionton,, Homben, 2 
‘these are 150),000 aeres. or. wWacent land. euitable. ter 
o1tms ang partiqulexvly erage plantation in the bare. 
Vine Plnin,  dimpeds on pe #S0f hin Report. states 




























that the developaent of thia trunek Justi fied 
the belie! | at thie amuntry dan ot ne dletent date 
SABO E ¢ eich argent poepuis tion than at present. 

Theme to the epecied qualitios of the Jatte 
Orance, whieh tae a world wide reputation, the Govern 
mnt iugomtitan of axperted fimit, the modern pagking 
nuthoia inteocneed by the Jawieh eooperative sooleti on 
ond the "erdsaa” Company, thie cuiturs hea a grant 
futue, aS the Maritine Plain tea des ined te ebeore 
tang of thounpide of fumilias of orance-gropers a nd 
ethere, <irewiy thie aren isa beine covered with new 
watehes of orchard every year, aud ehegirigity wild 
hagien the proeaeed. The oxparlenge af recent yours 
hows that there ia no miter investoant for eaeaih oape 
Leuk than thid.s 

The peine beneTielary af the wad Saa Camaeanion, 
af the bivgast sourede of the feridlising slemenkt of 
potagh in the world, whii tbe MaLeatina. The gnowth 
af the Company 1¢ dn said will bring Bitn 16 verlove 
ininatriad uhampea, ond #121 stimulate the Guilding 
oo roadie and « vatiread, which will travwron the 
Jorten VaLioy andl rewiwe the entire istrict. hia 
aven, vhieh combines a tropieni clicate with & eomoure 
ative abundance of tutor, tide fair to be gonverted 
inte a Winter vegetable surden, 

io for the Yaife Merbour, ite geographion, and 
wtrentegien], advantages an tu the vertex of ao many 
sanourrent lines of vémemnigation « the Hed jum Rad dwny 
am through 1% G1 the highways of itabia, the road 
(eo Deamaacum, am in the tear future the Bagdad Rei lway « 
are boOunm to sake Mita onn of the leading porte of 


~f1= 


the HeGaterranean, the main outlet not only of fales- 
Bane, but of the grout hinterlasé of ives, part of 
| Fereia and Gorth arable, and felestiw « vricge of the 
fireat inpertanos. betwoon the irlent and the Seeiient. 

The Vil of Kosul de alao destined tu play an im 
portent part in this develoment, Pesrolew and eloe- 
trigity together will aolve the. orobien of fuel, which 
ie of the highest inportance for the cevelogrent of wl. 
Ancustey and ayriouliure. 

“ith the developnent of an tneue potentialitios 

the eapaaity of absorption af the amiutry wiki oxpand 
mnd wali attmot tu particular the ai ece olasuus or 
Jewry, whose existence ie being threatened, The question 
of middle dlaas settlement Ti gured prominently at the last 
Congress in the svonemie plan of the Amara ge is ‘het | 





OL BE we 

4s Jagustrial ond Conmereial Couneil of Pxperte wilh be 

sateablished in Valesting for the purpose of advising and 

euppiying information. This Council will bave tranches 

_ dn all the countries which migndy lonigmote to falectine, 
aud there gan be no doubt but 021 those elenonts who buve 

deet Bost of their fortunes in various kinda of investuontes 

~ £2 oapitaliatio countries will take ecvantage of the 


| @pportunity to save weet oan be saved, Alteady there are 


people from dmervios und Huropa in Pelensine Who have lest 
ell of their money on thy stogk exehange, exoapt fog the 
part whioh they ance iavested in land sani rent property 
ie Palestine, 





ent of spank. Initiative, ts the 
 Mpia of the hour tn Cionim.  iauy detailed proposals 
for investment enterprise on a ‘commercial be ais” veve 


The encqurage 


mbwitted to the last Voncrucs, and the new Exeoutive of 


wpe 


the Jeni wh Aptnay in par A au dar m2 eniumged upon the 
@laboration of a schewe for eH snternnd loan and for 
an ‘Anternatd onal ‘loan gusrantoad by the Gavernmont for. 7 
purpoaes of ‘aonstrustive developrent. | ; : 
-erw powal bt ii tins RPO a1 BO epaned up by the or ‘on~ 
tion of the Colonial | vavelopment Rind ot the orttish = * 
colonial ort on. he @ reqult of iar ‘Yorbert tamol a . 
tnterpel lation in the tou se of Commons Palestine hes edi 
heen inelided in ibe aphere of activity. 5 Bu of Le 
log ban ie allotted te this ‘fund ‘amwally,— and ite range - 
So activitios comprises Anduatry, omsuntea tions, land. 
inprovenent, eee | Loans and mbventions frost the rune 
are ‘abtedaabie onky throu Gover seit ‘ha ‘oiole, bot 
individuals or analetios oy skis: ny for thew. | savordingly, 
te Jewish aOney y ‘the Keren. Kmyemeth Leierwel (the Jw a 
ational ainda} oF any company thet undertakes: ‘+6 anrry ‘out 
any plan ot developumnt which Le cxloulated to venefit the 
country and ‘therefore the caverns: “axobequor, oan apply 
to ‘thik sourse: ‘ter & joan. . Yor exunple, the yulen tise : 
triet dn tipper Galilee, comprises an area or about: 16,000 
acres. or evaxp=land. ; a belongs ‘to the Government and for 
part of ttn certain oyrien holds rt vonceoaton ‘tron the 
Turkish Coveraaent ore: ated to hin before ‘the wir. The | 
conneanton lapaed, but tie fir itian Adnint stration renewed 
it. | the eongenatonnaire has bes oon ai ons L1y negotiating 
with persone who have. or ean Anteraat oapital. it iw - 
probable ‘hat new Li soon ell the sobagsaion. “The erea — 
in yueation ie ‘glen in water, is eminently wuiteble for = 
intengive ‘sottlenent, ‘and was ‘yeoounonded by ‘Simpson ror ‘ 


ihe 


the tant Levelopnent Gdheme.  Gnea the enormous soanne 
are drained, the value of the nd facent lend #fl) rise and 
opportunities for colonisation in the North of Pulostineg 
will be aveated, 

4 Yeature of the Jewish Agdneyts quest of meena for 
widening the sdope of ite activitins be the preposal to. 
yender ita budwqet productive. re. iw proponed to derive | 
the maximus utihity fren the finds of the Ageney: Koren 
‘ayeno@ is to beens the aetual Colenising Fund. of the 
la» 4,490,000 galleeted by Keren Huyewod to Gate, ondy. 
29% were exoended an agriculture, 1.8% on industry ond abe 
on jederation and lator, The rest 
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bAon., ‘Chis he going 





BERRA, SOCIAL BOP OOo fad | 3 
to be changed radiealiy, 4 BDecinning hee already. been | 
ede in this dlrection. Hndaseah, Wo “onen’s. “Lontat— 
‘teniseation of America, base alroady conmumated the. 
eanatve of the Hadwaseh Honpitel in “wleaviy toe the Town 
ship, and indessah's contritution to ite wpkoep ie ta be 
progressively recueed,  jiegotintions fof a winklar errange- 
went with the Jewish Gemamity of Zaifa are. under way. 
Neyvotiations are aleo in progreas for che munieloalivation 
ima far von maintained Wy lindassahe For sane yeare | 
the tranefer of eduention to the Jewiah Goamuolty of alce- 
fine and the cugnentation of the Government's partioipa- 
tion ik ite upkesp, has been a constant.topig of diseuasion. 
The laet Congress postponed gonsideration of the proposal 
to the next Congress. (ee report from this office ontitied 








PS on 


taveation in Wleastine).— 

another of the few fetorns favorable te the — 
Joeieh endenvor ie the vheasenthg of serblemedt thonks 
to the expertenee acme dated... 

tier a leur pertod of atandatil) there are spvi- 





mie olen Of renewed aotiw’ ty aad Better oroaperity for 

the “Lontat ‘unts. The now “xpeutive at the first meet- 
tue Held in Yurvteh desided to send on enorgenoy deleestion 
ta the “nited States. xr, Sokelow is te be at the nend, 
Ll the “ioentet partion tn Anerion are -eported to deve 
united to work for the euedias of the drive, ‘The offee~ 
tive sethed, locke in (Lanne, of oenvanainy from jeowse to 
novae fe to bea vrerived. fr. Setmainn, on bie part has) 
aiPebd to lend the oampaten in South adtriea, the TLont et 
Loadete hope that they etil be able to proewre the indi se 
pened ble moons ‘or the saintenaide of on ating utdertak- 
inge. Th the seantiow #11 prevarations are boing wade | 
to reordaniae the “toniet ipderatus; to direct the work 
intéd now ohahnele and to cronte the requisite voncitionsa for 
sneha the constructive: plies which are the order of 
lian il mine ean Me — 
 theve axe ulso aligns of iinsprovenert in the palit~ 
feu situation and pbournty ‘dn feloatine.  Ritheugh deat 
Lveuet wae churwoterined by a Wtrained POLitied? @trone 
phere, ‘and tn ned teation waa cotried on agedinet the Jone 
by the Anab oxtiene Lsedere under vertous pravexts, one one 
fan way ninont with certainty tat the decisive external 
tune of the nttnek ceniuet the Jows has teed const dembly 
eliaimited. With the publinution df the Report of the | 
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Wailing ell Comiesten and the seveptande df 8 clearly: 
and eo definitely stated interpretation of the “statis 
se, whieh ine ueaueed the form of atriotly defined 
ronintions « the fatal tenp which wee to enemye the > 
Oniat movement hae doen removed vor the nonent wet 
wil. prebabiy be rowived «wt the epprosohing Mesien cone’ 
Ferme in beoember. Thus, the aituation treat brought 
bout. the politionl complications and transformed the  — 
nd inte a yoloine of raeieal hatred during the inet 











we yexye jwe boon considerably enaed. 

«oA ke mobeworthy that 1¢ wae the aconosica interest 
that in many cases contributed to aoutant end oooperation 
betwann Various ijrebia and Jowiah graups, For inetenee, 
the @0mbined offerte and plane of the Jewlen and ambie 
axrloulsuriate in their hard struggle axgedaat the ioeunt 
#11 ever the land laat spring and the mteosnlasie In the 
Valiey of Sadraglen, the joint petitions to the diatriot. 
Gommilesioner Of. tartan, Me. Campbell, te Inpoen an cdi ition 
ah tax for the purposes of Siding uew markets and on ining 
a @o9e reputation for tne Palastinian oranges; the oomman 
aetion of arab and Jewish experts in ihe “ee.gels Adada- 
mys 6 WOAL a6 Ln the sarioultum Adviediy Hoard; the 
agreement wigued in duly 290k vy two groupe of irate «nd 
of Jerleh and Arable shownkers to imposed @ proteative 
taritt. on leather products, and the appeal of a tew cred” 
vidieges in the Upper Galilee to ir, iauaner, tte Cosme x 
| wind sivieor of the Poligh Consulate in Palestine intercede 
we shalt of theiy adauisaion ae nembers of the “Gyndieate 
of the Tobago Growers in the Upper Galilee. 4211 these 
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faote Lr, AT Lane ror asad At, Promos & gradual. wd ram tice 
solution of the pedneud | se bien of restoring ) penee Ln 
“odes ae eurndan pains in the wesont atate of athelie in 
nt of wie arthur Granville @auehepe 
tn ‘tne orn ae of he ‘Ugh Commissioner of Peleatine. It 
may be aewued that a san of military trading and dis- 
| etpline will not endure disturiences of any cin and under 
auy gitenutanees, Tha reorganisation of the rolice 
Forwes according to the meade dations of the fri ties 
eepart, 2. Leet eek Sy, and, the au pe te antbon of a w Head 
of Polioe, is angther important taator in. the tendency 
shows by the Cover no HE althoegh somewiat late, to eee 
wablinh pene in the Lames — | erase : eats Ue 
The continuation, of the above. extornad eh insetid..< 
Pastors ao doubt wt Ll Sring shout « gardival AHA DLO» there 
te of the tand pesalag from 6 phaes of tranei~. 
tion and oyieis to a phase of arestur prosperity. Then 
ther: Will be found o Modus Vivendi for the relations 
the twa neighboring peoples, 
ke Fe the proapegte of SLonian, one oun already @ 
this date cive a aa an aftirant ive ARMBT 
after the ppecer: of transition has beex compl: ted, 
if wer, and atter giont wm han. aseed a new form, the 
pour of its recavery will dawn and the realizetion or 
SLonds® anuitions wil dzaw nearer \+ ore 
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AMERICAN CONSULAR SERVICE a we 





Damascus, Syria, Nov. 17, 195 


H. S. Goold, #squire, 


Amerienn Consgulete General, Beirut, sijrias. 


Dear 3ir; 
I have the honor to attach herewith s short polities: 
report as to cover the fortnight ending Nov. 15, 1941. 
IT have the how rto be sir; 
always at ywmr Service, 


very wsre ctfull y wurs. 





Joseph Dabbmss, 
800. Dragoman , 


POLITICAL REPORT. | 
Fortnight Hnding Nov. 15, 1931. 
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Al-Kitleh's Conference. 
The members of AtL-Kitleh Watanieh, the extremist nation- 

alists, made in Damascus: in the first. part of this month a con- 

ferehce in which they diacussed the situation, memm wz att anded 

this conference from Allepo and Homs, It said that the assembly 

dicided to return back to their negative situation if t he Prench 

do not help them to rule in the country, and actual y wrote in their. 

paper AlsYoum some artivles in this respect. However thier conference 

was confidential and is translated by their political adversers by 

a gest to show the French that they still exist. 


Other Parties. 


e @ther parties did not show any gest during this 
fortnight as if they are absent. 


Hiectric Boycottage. 
The Hlectric lights boycottage that rem ined for ” 


months, came to an end in the first mrt of this month following 
a piaster decrease in the price of electric lights and ee aes o 
of some demands by the Btectrice~hights Company . © OG! 


Treaty. 


The donenlete of Nejd at Dam sous publisled that a 
Treaty of "Bon Voisinage" has been signed recently between Frane 
and Nejd, the text of Which will be published later. 


RUMORS » 

It is rumored in Damascus that a certain disgrement 
exist between King Feisal and his brother king Ali andthat Ali 
left Bagdad and is now in Ammam, Transjordania. 


Ponsot,. 
From the run of things here it seems that the political 
circles wait the arrival of li, Pongot with great patience. 






Joseph Dabbouss? 
Drag om mn, 


AMERICAN CONSULATE - GENERAL 
BEIRUT, SYRIA 





Telegram Sent 


Confirmation - File - Voucher Copy - True Text 


DABBOUS 
BAB TOUMA 
DAMASCUS 


PLEASE TELEPHONE ME AS SOON AS POSSIBLE TODAY 


GOOLD 


OPO 2S BOSSA ROMS E§§ DOSS OS SOBER MBO OnBDeeanan — ee ee @ we = we ms 


November 21, 1931 


H. S. Goold, 
American Consul “Veneral. 


Destination of telegram: 


Beb Touma, Damascus, Syria 
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AMERICAN CONSULATE - GENERAL 
BEIRUT, SYRIA 








Telegram Sent 


Confirmation - File - Voucher Copy - True Text 


Secstate 


Washington 


November 21 - 3:00 p.m. My despatch No. 87 of October 3rd 
period Monsieur Ponsot returned on Tuesday semi-colon On 
Thursday he proceeded to Damascus comma and yesterday 
personally took over the Government of Syria with a view to 
the conduet of elections to the Chamber of Deputies in 


January period 


— ee oe em a Oe oe Oe ee a Oe om Ee a a Ge Oe we ae ae Ow am ae we me ee ee me ee ee me oe, ee ee te ee ee wee ee es ses sss es 


November 21, 1931. 


H. S. Goold, 
American Consul General, 


DESTINATION OF TELEGRAM: Washington, D. C., 
United States of America. 


e 













File No. 800 
HS@: BT 


AMERICAN CONSULATE GENERAL 
BETRUT, SYRIA November 21, 1951. 


Mr. Joseph Dabbouss, 
Bab Touma, | 
Damascus , 


Syria. Ng 
Nw 
S 


Dear Mr. Dabbouss: 


I have a telephone call in for you. i suppose 
that when it is finally put through, we shall shout at 
each other for a few minutes, and then conclude that 
there is no use continuing. 


What I want is for you to seek an interview with 
Pares Bey Khouri es scon as you conveniently can, and 
hear what he has to say concerning the latest develop- 
ments. And I ehevuld like very much to have your own 
appreciation of the position as soon as possible. 


Secondly, I meant to aak you to meet Mr. W. Harold 
Pirrie, an Englishman representing American companies, 
who is seeking agente in this country. Mr. Pirrie will 
be at the Omayad on Monday morning. 


Very respectfully yours, 
M.S. GOORB . 


H. S. Goold, 
American Consul General. 





A true copy ef 
the signed origi- 
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, " ray, » the. ats, the ‘ign Camaiansouer, We 
tient Fonsot » retarued to. Beirut after, on absence of .. 
nore than five nonthe in france; he, was received. in the. 
manner bers thing . mach an ocenaion; that afterncen at 
500 he net Preotioally the whole of politica,, esgie~ 
siustioal, finenoial end comercial Syria at the verreii 
sich init Bae. J ray. fohenatene.d PnP: mm. en, sea 








wrought in Reve peritices chp eae ical ante Fonset had 
nequired: ol Leora gee: oe me - tionalis' rake en 
qaareed:Aeeutees of Wein intentiona very pag 
in Fonts, sae’ Sab ayaes 








what Lay th atone ine ‘hee. rs ponent ned Beech Yeached 
Doma seus while whe thee wae enjoying the gaye ties or 





Beirut. we =e ummoned to Penasene ‘early Yridey morning, 
and was epprieed of the Commi asioner’ & decison only a few 
hour « vefre he public enneuncesent wae made. | 

the Letter with M, Ponset ‘hanted wo ‘Matic Taggedine 
informing. hin of the end of hie proviel onal eovernnent and 
the assumption of ntl and peereenvenree? ‘by the Coram’ 


sioner himself wee dren eu age: 





itt. Aiagiagedink ny : mae 
oe : i won tting 4 Bry opens ae for syria - 


} Pro _ gated on Mine lath of may A 3 
a dats ditory tower ould 










se eaid. ome we, year “Your Exeellens hee porn ‘ 
si 4 weary "5, me Diath he at ie 
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agmumed the reaponsibility of power under the 
Yendate, ao @ member of the Council called 
upon % aasiat me with ite advieo during re 
oourse of the period whieh we now eater, up to 
the eatetiiahuent of « regularly consti tuted 
govern. % 


“On thie o@¢naion it ie partilewlearly 
agreeable to ae to eapress te you all ny 
appreciation for the aid whieh you have given 
me in the sedomplishsent of an ever delicate 
$aak« 

"Peee eleetican for the nomination of 
members of the Chamber of becwties in Syria 
wild wormally teke place during the wonth of 
2 OPUORY » 

"Tt ia wy iatention thet they ehall take 
plane in the mowet faverable atucaphere for the 
confident #ellahoration which will be necessary 
tomorrow, an well an today, to aseure, with the 
heip of all sen of good wlil, the success of 
the procreseive evolution of the Randate in 
aceerdance with the omviglons of artide £2 of 
the Cevennnt of the League of Hetiona. 

"Tour Pac@llenoy wili fing attached the 
three decrees ef even date whieh (ix, for this 
preliminary period, the distil bution of powers 

and the mamer of their exercise. 


"“Flease aceept, Mr. President, the & eaurano 
of my bighest consideration.” 


The fleet of the decrease mentioned creates o Council toa 
aaeiet the High Oomudesioner with « view te putting inte 
effect the Syrien Conetitution. It is composed of three 
Classes of membora: Firat, persone who have dlacharged 
important State functions, largely former heads of the 
Mendated States; eocond, the freaident of the Counedl, the 
bvemident of the Gowrt of Caagation, the Keoter of the 
Wativereity of Camesous, the President of the Administrative 
Gowne di. of the Sandjak of Alexendretta and the fresidente of 
the Cheasibere of Commerce of Aleppo and Demasous, third, 
othes perenne whom the High Commiesioner way wieh to consult 
or to be heard by the Couneil. ) 


Tie 





wm he we 


the aimex of the foregoing decres aukes the aetual 
Oninatons, ad I herdly believe that it is necessary to 
wention the naaoe of the mabers here. Suffice 1% to aay 
mia there ie just one s#teong Vatlonaliet on the list, 

Hathinm Sey Kiwitese., President of the Constituent Asseubiy 
Of 1023, The othere, the former headea of Mandated States 
and high funetionanies of the present régine, may be said 
to be fvlendly to the Trenth, tut they are wen of different 
typoa, of different opinions, and in some oases have been 
very bitter political opponents. So, there will be debate 
in the Counsgil, gl no om group will pave an sacendoney, 

The gedgand dewmey provides for the conduet of the 
Goverment of Surpia until the goverment regularly ostab- 
iisned under the Constitution ghali take ever. Until thet 
time, the Stete services are te be axsurad by the (1nd ste 
ow Zuntice, the Vinistry of Finance, the Ministry of Public 
oetruction, the Ministry of Publie Yorke end agrieul ture 
and by o Oeneral Sagretariat whieh takes ower the business 
ef? the Minietey of Interior and the President of the Goundil. 

‘Te thivd decree provides thet the High Commi ssl oner 
of the Frendh Republic ahall exereiae the powers eapmolally 
‘granted? to the ahbief? of the State by a dearee of Margh &, 
1023, governing the eonduet of elevtions. 

‘herve io no deuying the fant that the dédmearche of H. 
unset Wewlldered the Hationaliate and they have herily come 
wo yet. At the very Piawt, io this atete of sonfusion, sone 
of them oboerved that nothing had been said about the treaty 
oy Syrian unity in the deorees; thet if was all a “‘nanoeurre™ y 
that the only thing that would maim the French really reason- 
able wae healthy Britieh opposition, end that now that 





w Bom 


Creat Lritein was otherwise oscupied, this opposition could 
not be supplied with the result that France would do fuet ag 
ghe pleased, Yub this talk was only momentary, and was 
indulged in by pereons setually diawayed by the fact that 
they approved of MN. Ponsot's aetion, amd Gé not Like this 
entirely nOVE, euperigonce, However, thet « consideruble 
etep forward hed been tekem was not to be denied ead, in the 
faee of thie fuct, the wild tmlk above outlined soon subeided. 
There wag perfeet aiiense for a few dayw in Damascus: and 
Then the only comment om the situation wos that things mignt 
@o well, provided, that #1i the subordinate agents of the 
Mandatory caniueted thenselves in the eoirit of M. “onset, 
The Mationaiists are, for the moment, satisfied (although I 
i eure they regret to be), and they will umteubtedly take 
part in the electicas. As between them and the French, 
trouble is put over until the negotiation of the treaty com 
meneees. Them there will be trouble enough, for the french 
will, I believe, be adamant on the subseot of mainutaising 
the present boundaries of the State which, of courses, are 
anathemes to the Nationalists, 

Respectfully yours, 


i. ea ua teem he 
So Sy BOOLD 
— 


H. 5S. Goold, 
Amevieen Coneal Generel. 


Distribution: 
Original and four copies to the Departaen t . 
One gopy te T4i.., deepioen Tobesesy, Paria. 
(ne copy to Jmeriean Fmbansy, Tatanbul. 
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New Political Regime 
In Syria. 
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Quite Sudden 

Without any previous indication, and quite sudden the 
French H, C. came to Damascus on evening of Nov. 19, 1931, 
and on the 20th morning, the journalists were invited to the 
press office in the French Delegation and offered each one 
copy of the new arrettes proclaming the change in the local 
government and the formation of the Council of Advice. 


Official Documents, 

Herewith I[-.attach the copy of the letter of the Ff. H. G. 
to Cheik Tajeldin, Arrete No.1, Arrete No. 2, and Arrete No. 

3, which are the regulation of the new regime now in forth, 





H.C.'s Letter. 

his document is rather i mportant from a political 
point of view as being the article of dismiss of the prime 
minister of the Syrian Stete, th is being the first occasion 
Since the French occupation to $ yria have dismissed so openly 
a president of a Governmat,. 


“Nhat is on the stage. 

The lrench H. C. is now the head of the Syrian State 
and have directly all the administrative authority, he is 
assisted by this fonction by his Delegate in Damascus liir. 
YOlomiac, Cheik Tajeldin and Jamil bey #lshy the misnist ew of 
interior are now members of the Council of Advive, ministers of 
Justice, Public Instructions, Pubiic Works, Agriculture and 
Commerce remain in their fonctions, There is anpointed a 
Secretary General to take charge of the Minister of Interior, 
My. Solomiac office now is in the Building of Local Government. 


Council of Advice. | 

By the new formation of temporary French Administration, 
the French H. C. is the president of State, he is helped by a 
Council of Advice composed of th e Previous Presidents of State; 
Jamil Hl-Shy, Haky Azem, Mostapha Burmuda, Sobhy bey Baraket, 
Damad Ahmed Namy bey, and Cheik Tajeldin, and the Presidents of 
Chanber of Commerce of Alepo and Damascus, The President of the 
Syrian Arabian Collewige,ieRida Said bey, the President od the. 
Constitutional Assembly Hashem Attasy, and the Governor of the 
District of Alexandretta, Practically all of these persons have 
accepted to fanction in this council with the exeesption of Hashem 
Attassy who still swingling the acceptance pending a decision of 
his group AlLKitleh Watanieh, 


Be 


Great Secrecy. 

Mrom the date of the French occupation of this Land to this 
date they did not show an action with good execution and prast 
gecrecy like what they did recently in the new formation, Gheik 
Tajeldin went to Beirut to welcome li. Fonsot on his arrival 
as well as Hashem bey Attassy and neither one knows anything of 
what is going to take place moreover even the Mrench officials 
here do not know anything of what is happening. 


Hiections, 

The aim of the actual formation is to carry out the elections 
for a parliment and the transfer of the temporary status in which 
we are into a constitutional one as por the Constitution declared by 
the Mandatory Government on May 14, 1930. 


Echo of the City. 

Generally Speaking there is a tune of pleasurs for the 
matter of dismiss of Cheik Tajeldin and his minister Jamil elshy, 
who remained in the government for about four years. | 

The groups who look for the yosts do not favour the situation 
because they want the posts to themselves. Therefore the members of 
Alkitleh Watanieh do not favour much the situation but however all 
other grovps look on fhe formation with acceptance because the 
members of Alkitleh did not became the masters of the situation, 


Statement of Paris bey Xhovry. 
Herewith I attac he statement of Fares bey “Yhoury who is 
a meuber of Alxitleh Watanieh, this statement represent the opinion 


of Alkitleh, 





The Secretary General, 
. Toufie bey Hayati, the Movtasaref of Taursn is asnointed 
secretary Seneral of the State, 
January 1932, 
Jamuery 1932 is being t he month sp vo0inted for elactions, 
There igs at present preparstions for the sleections but no ate is 
fixed . . 


iy Opinion, 

As an impartial watching the gituation 1 world ssy that what 
the “rench did is the best thst can be done; the Syrians sat present 
are divided upon themselves into many groups and therefors it is 
very difficult to creat in fact a governmat that is impartial for 
everybody and that can be accent at by everydoby there st the 
french will be the judge for all an: in Second place thos !"rench 
will watch the situation from a very near déetancs ond control 
whet Shovld be controlled befora it becomes chronic a8 hanvend 
in the elections of 1928 and in so doing the existanes of tha 


ex 
ry 


at 


Wrench on the top of thse local administration is a good trust 
for the minorities and foreigners, 


Preverations. 
There is at present a movement of preperations for 


forth coming elections, and each political group is enlarging its 
saroundings and seeking new oedherents. 


the 


Administration. 
The local administration is veassed to the Yrench hands 


calmly and matters age running is their proper channels, 





—s— 


Joseph Dabbouss, 
Drag omn, 


STATEMENT OF FARES BEY KHOURY 
about 
The Regime of Transformation, 
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Il interviewed Fares bey on the evening Nov. 24, 1931 and learned 
from him the following. 


™ The Trench action in the new re egime is good for the matter 
of dismissing Cheik Tajeldin, this cre sated a pleasure for the 
‘public e 
. The Gweation of the Council of Advice is a madness as this 
council means nothing, it is the H.C. who propose® the H.C. decides 
-and the H.C. execute, it is a curtain for hidding some actions. 
The persons who form this council are ignorants, burned 
before the syes of the public as having served the Trench, are 
not of sound capneity or opinion and sre enemies to each other 
as each of them fought the other to the post of President, 
People here lough on this new formation, it did not 
give any Sign of French good fai th towerd s solving the many 
problems we have eke es the watter of the termination of the. 
mandate form and the creation of the treatye 
The Kitleh group will ma ke a conference and study the 
Situation ae decides what should be done, 
shem bey Attassy did not yet decide whether or not 
he will jartlaicate in the Council of Advice or not but probably 
not. 
The present situation is a situation of prevamtions 
for the elections and a period of transfer for the creation of 
2 con stitutional government. 
Al Kitleh will participate in the slections and vill 


4 


have the majority of memebers in the parliment." 





JOSenn Danhrorss, - 
Drag omen, 


ERIC AN CONSULATE GSNERAL 
NOV Lt 


SUBJECT: The Netioneliats will Vote. 


DOL 


THE HONORARLS 





te SEORETARY OF SPATE 


SABHNINGTON . 
SIR t 


AS BOOn o¢ 1 learned of the aation of the Migh Come 
wiegloener in personally taking over tae Government of the 
tete of Syrdie Yor the gurpoce of conducting eleotions in 
shimmery, [ telephoned sod wrate to our Dregemen in Danas. 
tus, My. doaeph Dabhougs, asking him to secure an interview 
with Paves Bey fhourl, the Sutionaliet leader, on the 
gubieet. Dae to the dilnese of Yerees Bey, kr. Debbouss 
WOe UBehLeG® to gee him until the eventing of the S4th, and 
on thie oeteasion Fares Rey stated an fallows: 


“The aotion of 1. Poneot is to be approved 
of, md the Giamiesel of tweik Taggedine hae 
pleceed the public, But the creation of the 
Agviaory Council ie madnean. Thia Counell geane 
nothing. It te the High Cowmiasioner who pro- 
powee end diaposes. The Commiselon le « mare 
veil to hide something. 


"The persone nemwed te form this Gounell are 
ignorant men, without public pag Tor they 
are known to be Preach serventa; they are not 
wen of enpacity end are personal enemies, oagh 
of the other. People here leigh over the Coungil 
ae it dee not give my sign of french good faith 
in aolving the probleme before us, eeprelally the 
gti of the iamdate and the ¢elebration of 
& TPee y's 


The 


“The Hathonailet group will neve ao 
tanfeyence, wbudy the eltuation and 
decides on ite action. daekin fey stows 
hae not yet deeided whether he will. 
partiolpate da tee deliberations of the 
‘Get aory Council, bat probably not, 


“The Hationaiiet party will pertial- 
pave in the dec thane wma Wlil geaipe the 


safjority of the mmbera returned to the 
Chasbex.” 





The Hatlonalieat leader, in short, ia thankful to uM. 
Moueet for haring got rid of She tx Tag@edines; he ¢conelders 
tae udvieary Coundil, composed of former leading politi- 
olang, @ joke, but although be states that the Party will 
deoitie ite action at a eonference, he adde that 1+ will 
perticigate in the elactions. 

In Wiew of the ragarke of Yaeres Bey goacexvning the 
yoraonne. ef the Advisory Counell, porhaps it would be 
just ag well Tor me to mention the membera of 14. They 
are the foliowing former heads of Mandated States, and 
high offi claia; 

Diemil Bey Wliehi, Head of the provialenal 
covern ment, 102d. 
Hokii Rey Bl amem, Governor of the State 
of Demppeus, 1950, 
weuies Bey BGurmada, Governor of the 
? State of Aleppo, 1924. 
soubhy Bey Borakat, President of the 
vederation of the Etates of Syrde; 
ipne. ead of the State of Syria, 
emed ahuee d rg da Head of the State 
of Syria, 
geod ine Et vingoant, President of 
souned 1, 
Hiaets ta Bey 21. satael President of the 
Conetituent Assembly, 1924. 

Then, the Pregident of the Couneil of State, Melect 

hey Si Azem, already o nembexy in his capacity of former 


Gavernor of Desascus; the President of the Court of Cossea-~ 








tion, 


ow B » 


tion, Mustaphs Bey armada, alrendy o member in his 
tepacity of former Governor of the titate of Aleppo; the 
Kester of the University of Demanous, Rize Bey Said; the 
President of the Administrative Counsil of the Gandjak of 
(Leon dette, torehin Bey 5. Moumen; the President of the 
Chamber of Gomumree of Aleppo, Selim Djambar; and the 
Sroalident of the Chamber of Commerce of Demascua, Aref 
Malpount . 

it te quite true that Sheik Teaggedine waa teken 
entirely by eurprise in the matter of the ¢chenge of 
government. He was sumaoned from Beirut to lemasous 
carly on ‘xiday morning, the Oth inetent, and it #as 
“Mi, Mellew whe engaged hin in heals an hour's nerve reaking 
‘for the “renghmean) senversation before 4. Sonset joined 
them and told the Sheik of his dediaeion. 

Ur. Debbouss reports fra Someecus that the heatlon- 
aliete ere not vory enthusiastic over the situation, 
they, alome with nearly ofher groupe, approve of the 
passing of Gheik Taggedine, and the other groupe are at 
leset temporarily contented in that with the passing of 
the Sheik, the Yationalists beve not tnatentig become the 
hh HHT Mo 

It is obvious that the situntion presents opportunities 
for the practice of the anelent art of divida et impers. | 

Reapectfully youra, 


He &, Wooda, 
dmericen Gonewl General. 


Distribution: | ; 
Originel md ‘our copies to the Separtaent. 
Gane oopy to B.I.C., Amoxican imbassy, Parla. 
One eopy to American Tmbaney, Iatanbul. 
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ARTICLE 4 


Le Conseil se réunira & Damas sur la convocation 
f ' Ne NON en oe krdot Nit 


MAPA LEYTE Me AN Ra MASE tes ‘ 
tamer, 


du Haut-Commissaire, soit pour étre instruit de la situa- 


ean MeN a 
event enor see mcty 


tion, soit pour donner avis sur toute question qui lui | 


serait soumise aux termes de 1’Article premier./. 


Damas, le 19 Novembre 1931. 


Le Haut-Commissaire 
Henri PONSOT. 
Le Secrétaire Général 
iD. TETREAU, 


ARRETE DU HsUT COMMISSaT RE 
- 1931 —- Syrie N° 1 = 


du 19 Novembre 1931 


Créant un Conseil Consultatif 


en vue de la mise en vigueur du Statut Organique en Syrie, 


US Se 


Le Haut Commissaire de la République Frangaise, 


Vu les Décrets du Président de la République 
Fra gaise en date des 23 Novembre 1920 et 3 Septembre 


1926, 


Vu l'Arrété du Haut Commis sai re n° 3111 du 14 


Mai 1930 promulguant la Constitution Syrieme, 


ARRETE 


Article Premier 


Un Conseil est créé pour assister le Haut Commissaire 
de ses avis en vue de la mise en vigueur du Statut Orga- 
nique en Syrie. 


‘weuaces 


Article 2 


Le Conseil est ainsi composé : 


ottnt membres de droit, a titre nominatif, les per- 
sonnalités qui ont rempli les charges éminentes de l'Htat, 
suivmt la liste chronologique donnée en Annexe, 
Sont également désignés pour faire partie d Conseil 
les titulaires actuels des hautes fonctions suivantes ; 
Président du Conseil d'Ktat, 
Président de la Cour de Cassation, 
Recteur de l'Université de Damas, 
Président du Conseil Administratif du Sand jak 


ad'’Alexandrette, 


Présidents des Chambres de Commerce d'ilep et 


de Damas. 
Article 3 


Pourront en outre yrendre part aux réunions du 


Conse iL toutes personnes que le Haut Commissaire estime- 


rait opportun de consulter en.@onseil ou de faire entendre 


yar le Conseil. | 


‘of ewe 


1.- 


jen 
4am 


f Deo 


7.- 


o.- 


‘pines iin get ameneeals DRA ea PETS bat 
peng ERCE OR ween pn RE UH atm Aen est IEID Cec Og ypnig PARENTHESIS eT bhaay 


ANNEXE A L'ARRETE DU HAUT COMMIS SATRE 
- 1931 - Syrie n° 1 - 


LISTE DES MEMBRES DU CONSEIL 


A.e- Membres de Droit 


Leurs Excellences 


Djemil bey Ulchi, Chef du Gow ernement provisoire 1920 


“Hakki—bey_el Anen, Gouverneur de 1l'Etat de Damas 1920 


Mustapha bey Barmada, Gouverneur de l'Etat d'’Alep.. 1923 
Soubhy bey Barakat, Président de la Fédération . 
des Ktats de Syrie eeesee0aeueeeeeeeneerenmnernreeqenneeee?eaeee#teea 1923 


Chef de 1'Etat de Ssyrie. eeeoeoeeenaeemeeeneeneetenanee eee @ 1926 


S,A4. le Damad Ahmed Namy Bey, Chef de 1'Etat 
de syrie eeeaenveaqeerewenaeeeaeeae @eeaaean@#@omaaeneaeweseeeaee eee 1926 


Le Cheik Tajeddine el Hassani, 
President du Conseil cecasucamcteeasctaseaepvas 1928 


Hachem bey el Atassy, Président de l'Assemblée 
Constituante eeascaaeeeeoeeaeavaeaeaoeaneeoeeveeenaeeeeveevraveaseeoeo. 1928 


a4: 
They 


Be~ Autres Membres 


RPS aN eH4y getty . 
honey Wb dome taney a teh Remey AN gs sant 
ONAN Ram enyyanrioe 


le Président du Conseil d'Etat 
(Hakki bey el Azem, déj& Membre de dréit) 


le Président de 1a Cour de Cassation 
(Mustapha bey Barmada, déja Membre de droit) 


le Recteur de l'Université de Damas 
Riza bey Said 


le Président du Conseil Administratif du Sandjak 
d'Alexandrette 
Ibrahim bey el Moumen 


ce eee te Reet mT Re eee ee eee ey 


rr 


Ne nee 
~ 


5,- le préside xt de 


la 
Séliy 


shambre de Commerce d'Alep 
Djambar’ 


6,~ le Préside:.t de la: 


Shambre de Commerce de Damas 
fret “a _bount.,. 


\ 


ARRETE DU HW? COMMISSAIRE, 
1931 ~ Syrie -.N° 2 


du 19 Novembre L931 


réorganisant les Services du Gouvernement Syrien 
jusqu'a la mise @ vi gueur 


de la Constitution de 1l'tEtat de Syrie, 


Le Haut Commissaire de la République Fraicaise, 


Vu les Décrets du Président de la République 
Frangaise en date des 23 Novembre 1920 et 3 Septembre - 
1926, 

Vu. l'Arrété du Haut Conmissaire n? 3111 du 14 Mai 


1930 promulguant la Constitution Syrimne, 


Arréte sz 


Article Premier.. 


Jusqu'a la mise en vigueur de la Constituti on 
syrienne et la formation d'un Gouvernement régulier. 
reconnu, les services de l' Etat sont assurés mr 3. 

le Ministére de la Justice, 

le Ministére des Finances, 

le Ministére de 1*Instructicn Publique, 


le Ministére des Travaux Publics et de l*Agriculéure, 


eerste 


oo oe 


et pr un Secrétariat Genéral qui assurera, 4 titre 
provisoire, ltexpédition des affaires courantes 
rattachées au Ministére de l'Intérieur et & la Prési- 
dence du Conseil dans les conditions définies ci~ | 


apre Se. 


Article 2. 

Le Secrétariat Général du Gouvernement Syrien 
assure l'expédition des affaires cour antes: rattachées 
au. TL BESS de 1'Interieur, sous la signature d'un 
Ministre em exercice désigné a cet effet, et avec le 


concours du Délégué du Haut Commis saire siégeant en 


Reemeereny se Ame era matinee gs ‘ 
RESET NG csr id phen SRI AMD AE 1) TAA UE OED 


Conseil. 

Tous docummts officiels, Arrétés et Décisions 
dont 1’ approbation est réservée au Chef de 1l'Etat par 
les textes en vigueur mnt centralisés, avant signa- 
ture, au Secrétariat Général. 

La signature dans ce cas sera donnée cnn jointement 
ar deux Ministres en exercice, a la diligence du 
Secrétariat Général et avec le comours du Délégué du 
Haut Commis saire siégeant en Conseil. 

Le Secrétariat Générd. assure enfin la promulga- 
tion et la publication de tous Actes officicls au 
Journal Officiel. 

Le Conseiller Délégué du Haut Commis saire auprés 
de 1'Etat de Syrie exerce, en anntact direct avec le 
Secrétariat Général, le mntréle qui lui appartient en 
vertu des textes en vigucur. 


jt 8 ‘ 
@eeee 


Article 3 


Restent c. fsi.ctions a la téte de Larne Départe- 
ments resvectire les titulaires actuels des Ministéres 
de la Justice, des Finances, de l*Instruction Publique, 
des Travaux Publics et de l'Agriculture. 

La direction du Secrétariat Général est assur ée 


par un haut fonetionnaire désigné a cet effet,/, 


Damas, le 19 Novembre 1931 
Le Haut Commis saire 


Henri PONSOT 


be Socrétaire tén4ral 


De TETREAU. 


ARRETE DU HAUT COMMISSAIRE 
- 1931 ~ Syrie N° 3 = 


du 19 Novembre 1931 


portant modification, en vue de la mise en vigueur 
de la Constitution Syrieme, de l'Arrété du Haut 
Commissaire n° 1889 du 20 Mars 1928 relatif aux 


élections, 


“~- 
~ 


Le Haut Commissaire de La République Fra gaise, 
Vu les Décrets du Président de la néputd igus. 
Francaise en date des 23 Novembre 1920 et 3 Septembre 
1926, - 
Vu l'Arrété du Haut Commis saire N° 3111 du 14 Mai 
1930 promulguant la Gousidtution Syrieme, 

‘Vu l'arrété du Hout Commis saire oxdant un Conseil 
consultatif en ve de la mise en vigueur du Statut 
Organique en Syric, 

Vu l’arrété du Haut Commis saire réorganisant les 
services du Gowrcrnement Syrien jusquté la formation 
d'un Gow ernemmt régulier reconnu, 


Vu Ltarrété du Haut Commissaire n° 1889 du 20 


Mars 1928 relatif aux élections en Syrie, 


Arr€te : 


a Bw 


Article premier. 


En ce qui concerne la procédure des élections, le 
Haut Commissaire de la République Frangaise exercera les 
attributions spéciales déléguées au Chef de l'Etat par 
l'Arrété du Haut Commissaire n° 1889 du 20 Mars 1928, 
notamment celles prévues aux articles 3, 29, 31, 42, 5l, 


56 et 95, rappelées en annexe. 
Article 2 


Dans les cas prévus a l'article précédent, le Haut 
Commissaire est assisté, s'il y a lieu, par le Conseil 
Consultatif créé en vue de la mise en vigueur du Statut 


Organique./. 


Damas, le 19 Novembre 1931 
Le Haut Commissaire, 


Henri PONSOT 


Le Secrétaire Général, 


D. TETREAU 


ANNEXE A L'ARRETE DU HAUL COMMTSSATRE 


1931 - Syrie N* &@ 


Dispositions de l'Arrété N° 1889 du 20 Mers 1924 
relatif 4 la procédure électorale visées par L'Are3sé 


n° 3 du 19 Novembre 1931, 


Article 3.- 
Un Arrété du Chef de 1l'Etat fixe, avant chaque 
période électorale, le nombre des représentants pour 
chaque circonscription électarale et la communauté 


religieuse & laquelle ils doivent appartenir. 


Article 29.- 
TRTETECIICCLELIT CETTE TC LTTE Tre TC eee 
eeseeese il n'y @ pas vote au ler degré dans les cazas 
de Hassetché et Khérou : les électecurs au 2éme degré 
dans ces cazas sont désignés, au jour fixé par les 
élections, par le Conseil des Anciens de chaque 
tribu sédentaire ou semi-sédentaire : le nombre dss 
électeurs du 2éme degré a désigner esi fixé par un 


Arrété du Chef de 1'Etat. 


@eeeetooeopvpnwnesveeewmpevuetseseaeewmseveseemvneeeaeeerateeenerneeonoecteeeore ee 


o*eeet 


Article 31.- 
Les collégeg électoraux sort co-v-:qués par 
Arrété du Chef de l'Etat. Cet Arrété fixe le joux 
et les heures d'ouverture et de cléture du scrutiz, 
il doit 6tre publié 10 jours au_moins avant la dats 


fixee pour le scrutin du ler degré. 


Article 42.- 

Dans les agglomérations urbaines, il est procédé 
au scrutin selon lee formes prévues a l'article ci~ 
dessus. 

Un arrété du Chef de l'Etat déterminera avant 
l'ouverture des opérations électorales, la liste de 


ces agglomérations. 


Article 5h.- 

Vingt cing jours au plus tard avant les élections 
du second degré, le Chef de 1'H at flavra le jour 
Ququel il sera procédé au scrut’ 1 pour ces élections, 
ainsi que les heures d'ouvertum et de cléture. Ces 
dispositions, et celles qui soni prévues par l'tarti:". 
Sl cisdessus, peuvent faire l'o»jet d'un seul et mém. 
arrété les dcux délais impart: powsat partir de la 
méme date, 

Les électeurs du second degré doivent recevoir 


officiellement notification de cet arrété, 


@eeee 


-s fw 


Article 56.- 
eoeopeetvpevwnr eg eogeoseeeeoweereenresedtrtensevseeypseeeeeatvtrteeasrst 
Cinq jours au maximum aprés la réception a1 


Ministére de l'Intérieur des procés-verbaux do 


rificaticn, la proclamation du résultat des ¢€li.t’ 


au Conseil Représentatif est faite par le Chel 
l'Htat, qui en prescrit et en fait assumer ism... 
tement l'affichage dans chaque circonscripti-:. 


électorals, 


Article 35,- 


Les Arrétés du-Chef de l'Etat ordonreront ic ~ 


~-vw hk 7 


mesures utiles pour Vapplication du pm ésent ar775" 


U! etae 


Fond 
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NO. 140 


AMERICAN C 


SUBJECT: French Policy. 


THE HONORABLE 


BEIRU?, SYRIA 





LATE GENERAL 


THE SECRETARY OF STATE 
WASHINGTON. 


SIR: 


On the theory that the Paris Embassy may have failed 
1/ to send you the original clippings, I am sending clippings 
from today's "L'Orient" giving the text of a recent article 
which appeared in the "Journal des Débats" concerning M. 


Ponsot's action in taking over the Government of the State 


of Syria. 


From conversations I have had with M. Chauvel on the 
subject, I agree with the editor of "L'Orient" that the 
article was plainly inspired by the Quai d'Orsay, and 


acturately sets forth Frenoh policy in this country. 


Respectfully yours, 


Enclosure: 
Clippings from 
"L'Orient” of 
December lst. 


A trae copy of 
the signed origi- 
mal 





fi. $9 GOOLD 


8. 8. Goold, ¥ 
American Consul General, 





December 1, 1931. 








(Enclosure to despatch No. 140 of H. S. Goold, American 
Consul General at Beirut, Syria, dated December Ls 
1931, entitled "French Policy", ) 


FROM "L*‘ORIENT® OF BEIRUT 
Decenber 1, 1931. 


LEVOLUTION DU MANDAT ‘STRIEE 


a LOPINION. OFFICIELLE FRANCAISE: FICIELLE FRANCAISE: EST EXPRIMEE 
By DANS. LE DENIER ARTICLE DU-« JOURNAL DES DEBATS », r 


“LES INTERETS FRANCAIS DANS LE beean 
NE SONT PAS D'ORDRE IMPERIAL ”. ae eo| 


Mins avons reproduit, aly y “ai quelques jours, une “dépidekie Bi Pari is Road 
-dransmetiant de courts extraits des commentaires inspirés.au « Journal des 
Débats » par les derniéres mesures prises d Damas par M: ‘Henri Ponsot. Voici: 
le. texie intégral de cet important-article.. Pour .qui ‘connait: les’ relations extis- 
tant entre les:bureaux. du Quai d' Orsay. et ceux, du: grand. organe parisien, il; 
ne peut faire de douie que l'opinion qui est. exprimée dans cet article non ‘Ssigné 
ne soit l’opinion méme-du Cabinet de Paris.'‘On appréciera ‘avec quelle loyauté: 
et quel sincere désir manent est sicitin, tg a Pari. is Webolatton du Manda 
syrien. 





















Le communiqué du 22 Novembre} chez: nous, mais encore avec “Tivele: 

_ quia annoncé les élections syriennes| tion de l’Orient contemporain et avec 
- pour janvier et des mesures pourjla nature méme de nos intéréts: ceux: 
qu’elles se fassent sous un pouvoir ‘cine sont pas dans le Levant d’ordre 
impartial, n’aura surpris aucun. de impérial : ils consistent en une in- 

- ceux qui ont suivi ces derniéres an- fluencé'de culture et une expansion) 
nées la politique francaise en Syrie et{sion économique qui se sont dévelop- 
au Liban: ila seulement montré que péés en dehors de toute domination 
le:mandat qui nous a été attribué sur politique, et qui. peuvent étre sauve- 
ces pays continue a évoluer selon les gardées sous des pouvoirs indigénes| 
lignes‘ que lui tracent sa charté origi-|indépendants. L’évolution du mandat 
nelle et le. systéme adopté dés le dé-| vers I'émancipation du pupille: n'a 
! but par le-mandataire. . Re | done jamais été contestée par les di-. 
Le Pacte de la Société des : nations rigeants de notre politique syrienne et 

-- qui institué le mandat en a fait un libanaise: il ne s'est posé pour eux. 
_ régime provisoire, une tutelle desti- que des questions | de méthode ou la 
~ née a préparer'des peuples mineurs a tot -méme de.délais. | 
leur émancipation. L’article ler du. ics 


, mandat pour. la Syrie et le Liban. défi- Liidée constante du gouvernement 
nit cet objet en disant que «la puis; mandataire a été que l’indépendance 
_ sance: mandataire facilitera ‘le. déves ges pays qui lui étaient confiés de- 
; loppement progressif de la Syrie et’ yait atre préparée par l’institution de 
du Liban’ comme = Etats indépen- jibertés politiques .sur.Je modéle:de 
- Si Vapplication \ de-cette po- celles. de I'Occident: contemporain. | 
a été retardée par des hésitas, On peut se demander in abstracto si| 
i 9. erreurs, ‘parfois meme Par cette conception.’n’anticipait: pas sur} 
| l'incompréhension: d'une partie. i Fevolation de la société. des provin-| 
personnel. chargé de l’'appliquer et-desi og, ge langue: arabe. détachées; ide 
_ dirigeants indigenes appelés a y colla-| VEmpite ottoman par. la guerr sa 
borer, ° jamais son: | BIE n’a été), régime parlementaire dev. 
on , onienon ig fondement ‘le.plus:sdr de ; 
idées en “hont eur|/dépendance. Mais le fait est que, dés 










































debut, le. miandatalge's is’ igué|termationales du °” mandataire~ 
cs plirsiesne vers ce Pegi tides pouvoirs ° ‘qh’ ‘elles” sapyoreat 
‘Yidée se fit jour, peu a peu, ‘de faire Le ‘Haut: ‘commissnire” ‘tint’ pourtant: 
determiner ses relations avec ces pays Pout s valable. la is Const ean aig i 
<par: des traités qu'il passerait avec des| ible | 
“gouvernements émanant. de leur po-|) 
_Pulation et habiles a Jeon nualer en] 
“sonnom: — - 
' Dés 1922 et 1923, le. Liban, puis. les 
Pree Etats créés sur les territoires 
placés sous notre mandat, étaient do- 
(én d’assemblées consultatives, étues| 
‘parile oa wnivgesel a deux. de-} 





















mat Ke 





jusqu ‘a tw fo ty sai 















noncées, Cc est pour qi elles née : it: 
| Suspectes a aucun parti que Te i x i 
| commissaire it do la cp Bs ory 







ye al" dat, et tit tle fou aived F aide ean ( 4 
1926, puis par l'intr ansigeance dés Nav} seil’ consultatif Romnoat ‘ é-hauts re 
tionalistes syriens, — ae entent 3 


Vers ‘la finde la Tourmiente, 0 tendances. qui’ se ‘sont tapsiteakées| 
1926, le: Haut-Commissaire, , 


we | ces derniéres années. dang. da: politi-| 
Jouvenel, avait dnnoncé. ‘aux 8) Pet PR CO 

























Constitution, puis: a determine? bart Il Miepend'd des" ‘Syren ae ail 
un traité leurs. relations avec la Frans Hie. hick flestions, aie Hie 
ce. C'est 4 son-successeur,,M,:Ronsat, ¥ 
qu'il incomba..d’essayer..de _réaliser| 
ces promesses::La,Syrie fat appelée,) 
/au antttnattee ~ dent 








UME NA A. Wah gee a isidéré dans. la série des faits. qui.xi 
MOYEN DE: L'ELIMINER ETAIT. DE id!’ étre rappelée, le commu 1é. 
L’AIDER A -REALISER: SON‘OBJET [92 Novembre n‘annonce. pas:.de 
EN" _COLLABORANT * ‘AVEC. LUI, inovations, mais maipolen oe 
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Danaus, le 19 Novembre 1931 


Li HAUT COMMIS Catia DE LA REPUBLIQUE FPRANGAISE 
Wy OFRIE HT AU LIBAN 


A SON EXCELLENCE Li CHEIK TAJEDDINE EL HASSANT 
PRESIDENT DU CONSHIL DE L'ETAT DE SYRIE. 


Monsieur le Président, 


A l'heure ot. s'touvre pour 1a Syrie la période de 
mise en vigueur du Statut organique promulgué le 14 
Mai 1930, il a paru nécessaire que le Représentant de 
la Puissance Mandataire assume plus directement la res- 
ponsabilité qui lui appartient en vue de l' application 
de l'Acte de Mandat, 

Ainsi prendra fin, conformément aux prévisions 
exposées & la Société des Nations par les Représentants 
qualifiés du Gouvernement Francais, et approuvées par 
Elle, le régime provisoirs qui devait précéder la mise 
en vigueur du Statut, 

Depuis bientét yguatre ans, Votre Excellence a bien 
voulu me donner son concours & la téte du Gouvernere nt 
provisoire, et Elle en a assumé les charges dans liesprit 
défini par les déclarc.tions officielles, qui en avaient 
por avance fixs, d’accord entre nous, le cours et le 


terme, 


oecseee 


Nous arvivons eajouwtthul au terne de cette 
étape, et Votre Exceliuuce ust appelée a& prendre place, 
avec les éminesites nersoniuelites qui ont assumé avant 
Elle la charge du pouvoir depuis l'origine du Mamat, 
au sein du Conseil apoele a mtassister de ses avis au 
cours de la période ob nous entrons jusqu'a 1'établis- 
sementy d'un Gouwernement réeuiier reconnu, 

A cette occasion, ii m'est particuliarement 
agréable de vous exprimer toute mon appréciation pour 
le concours que vous avez bien voulu m’apporter en des 
heures parfois difficiles dans l'accomplissement d'une 
t&che toujours délicate. 

de libres élections pour la nomination des menb res 
de la Chambre des Députés de Syrie auront lieu normale- 
ment dans le courant de Janv: er, 

Tout mon denne eat outalies aient lieu dans 
l'atmosphére 1a plus favorabie 3 la s0nfiante eollabo-| 
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de la Société des Nations, 
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Votre Excellence voudra bien trouver ci-joint 
les trois Arrétés, en date de ce jour, qui fixent 
pour cette période transitoire la répartition et les 


modalités d'exercice des pouvoirs./, 


Veuillsz agréer, Monsieur le Président, 


l'assurance de ma plus haute considération, 


Henri PONSOT. 


| “Le Haut-Commiseaire s’ est rendu 4 Damas 
le 19 Novembre, accompagné de \it Helleu et des collabora- 
teurs de son cabinet. 
| Tl a regu en sa résidence de Salahieh le 20 
Novenitines de 9h. A 10 he45, le Cheikh Taggedine el Hassani, 
Président du Conseil de 1’Etat de Syrie, et l’a ensuite | 
accompagné au Palais du Gouvernement. 
A la suite de ces entretiens, la conmunica- | 
tion suivante a été faite A la Presse./. | | 
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My visit to Damascus happened to coincide with the visit 
of Rustum Hider, the propagandist for a unity of Syria and Iraq 
under Feisal as King. | 

Aouni Abdel Hadi, who is an old friend of King Feisal, 
came ie Seneeens from Palestine to help Rustum. 

Damascus and all Syria was stirred with runors, as you 
must have seen in the daily papers. 

Undoubtedly your Delegate at Damascus must have submitted 
his report, to your Majesty, about this affair. 

This affair has been and still is obscure, but it might 
be that my conversations with Rustum, Aouni Abdel Hadi, and 


Farifp Bey Khoury might clear a bit of its obscurity. 


Rustum Hider and the Important part of my conversation 
with him. | 
I asked him if there was anything official,coming from 
the French, on which we could depend. He answered that he did 
not know, but that he advocates an idea wanted by all, which is 
an Arab unity; the unity of Syria. Iraq being an important step 
in that direction. The question depends on the Syrians themselves. 
If they ask for this unity, the French will not object. 
I said.” Is there an official assurance that they will not 
object?" 
He said, " is dep as I know there is no official assurance." 
I said, " Why don't you announce that and remove perplexity 
from the people's minds?" 
He said, " I am not entrusted to do that: the affair is in 
the hands of the Syrians. The French do not object." 
Then he continued, "What credit will the Syrians deserve if King 
Feisal enters Damascus as a King, without the 


Syrians themselves asking for it?" 
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NATIONAL PARTY 


The Nationalist Party held a number of meetings. I attended 
one by request to be able to study about these rumors and propa- 
gandas. Those soliciting the double crown or the double monarchy 
tried to induce the National Party to a declaration to ask King 
Feisal to become King of Syria as well as Iraq. 

The party refused, not owing to disapproval of the principle 
of unity of the two monarchies, but because it was not considered 
wise to take this step without the French having issued an Arrété 
or made any official announcement. 

When I was last in Damascus, Faris Bey Khoury, one of the 
leaders of the National Party, was on his way back from Paris. | 
His party was awaiting his errival to find out what newa he had 
for them. They have full trust in Faris Bey Khoury, but not 
in Rustum Hider or other Feisal propagandists. 

Rustum Hider returned to Iraq in despair as he had hoped 
that his propaganda would have better success with the Nationalists. 

But the Nationalists are abiding their time, while they approve 
of the principle of unity they fear lest the French should be 
launching a policy of separathon in order to divide them and 
weaken their resistance which will result in their failure in the 
coming elections, when M. Ponsot calls for it at the end of the 
month. Accordingly they are prudent and cautious and hold to 
the Constitution which they made three years ago in which they 
decided to have a reeubittioan eocemman, 

Aouni Abdel Hadi-g- 

We traveled together in a motor car, from Damascus to 
Beirut- His conversation was principally tnis: 

That he had a special interview with King Feisal during ine 
latter's visit to Palestine, and was informed by the King about 
what had taken place during the official banquet which was given 
by the President of the French Republic. 

The King stated to Aouni, that M. Berthelot stood up (an 


important personality in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs) drank 


~~ oe 


to the health of King Feisal, King of Iraq and Syria. I was, for 
a@ moment dumbfounded but in my answer to his statement I said a 
word showing my approval and acceptance ( took the minister at 
his word). | 

Aouni said: " Sir, don't confuse me; this is a great affair; 
it is a dream that if realized is a mercy of God." 

Feisal said: as I told you, I was confused at first, but in 
my subsequent conversation with Briand and ee I was convinced 
that they are sincere and are willing." 

Acouni hurried to Damascus to assist Rustum in his endeavors, 

He never stated that he came at the advice of King Feisal and 
he may have been pushed by what was rumored and what he had heard, 
he being a Nationalist who is interested in the Arab‘ question and 
I believe that Youssif knows him and can give you more information 


regarding him. 


Faris Bey Khoury; 

Left for Paris three months ago, and had many conversé- 
tions with — responsible persons, as was mentioned in the papers 
and then denied, and other things never published, but what is 
certain is that Faris Bey arrived in Beirut two days ago(he being 
a ook friend of mine) we met and Hatiead. I informed him of the 
endeavors of Rustum and his contradicting answers. He stated 
that Rustum was not authorized by any one to make these statements 
or exert any efforts, thie derncbecs 

But Faris Bey, in his conversation, did not deviate 
from the substance of Rustum's statements that the affair depends 
on the Syrians themselves, and what they decide regarding form of 
Government, ets French will accept. I asked him if there was 
anything official coming from the !rench Government upon which one 
could depend. He did net.say " I don't know" as Rustum had said, 
but replied; "* No declaration can be made now as — announcement 
will be premature." His words regarding the subject of unity,- 


unity of the two countries is identical with those of Rustum, also 


e ne on - ie ee ae be 
with those of Aouni and with those of the elect. All seemed 
to have learned the same lesson from the same instructors . 

I related to Faris Bey the incident told to me by Aouni 
regarding King Feisal- meaning the story of the Official banquet 
of the President. He denied it emphatically and said that it was 
a falsehood, thinking that King Feisal would never have said it. 

Who is the liar? 

Then Faris Bey stated that the French changed their opinion 
about Feisal and have great respect and veneration for him and would 
like to cooperate with him in settling the Syrian question, and to 
have thorugh him their prestige more effective an their interests 
more protected in the Arab world. 


It seems.from what has been mentioned that;- 


1) There is “ mutual agreement or an understanding about the 
Feisal propaganda to unite..the two countries, Syria and Iraq. 

2) The National Party is perplexed and disturbed and I cannot 
tell what their stand will be after metting Faris Bey Khoury. If 
he does not carry in his bag more than Rustum Hider and other | 
notables, I do not think that he will succeed in changing the pre- 
sent stand of his brothers, the Nationalists. They might hold to 
their stand until the arrival of M. Pomsot and the appointment of 
the date of the elections. 

3) The agreement of the propagandists might be based on some 
thing official or semi official but are tied by a promise of 
secrecy to the French, | 

4) May be that Feisal fears the allegation that he went to Paris 
to work openly for his brother Aly, but secretly for himself, there- 
fore, he tries to have the Syrians themselves asi for him and exert 
their efforts for his coming. | | 

5) It may be that the French are qnxious to have Feisal but re- 
fuse to be the instigators in getting him to Damasous after ousting 
him eight years ago. 

 Rustum wanted to know my opinion in the matter, I said; 


“IT em before anything else a believer in the"@&11 Arab Empire" 
and unity, big or small is a step towards the big unity,” 
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H. S. Goold, Hsquire,- 


American Gonsul General, Beirut, Syria. 


I have the honor to attach herewith a short political 
report about the most interesting events for the period ending 
December 3, 1931. 

I have the honor to be Sir; 

always at your service, 


very resvectfully yours. 
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fuiutitGal REPORT 
Period en ding Dec. 3, 1931. 


she ste Ale sks Se se She abe Se se he he te a 
BP FN FR SS Sp. IS HS OR FS SIS BS OS BIS RS FS Oe 


Change of Government, 








The new Statvs created by the mandatory government on 
Nov. 21, 1931, is mow in application, the french advisers are 


now everything in the government administrative matters ara running 
in their proper chanels, Cheik Tajaldin left the city tamporarily 
for 3eivat, the Administrative Council of Advice did not yet meet 
nor is called to do so, 


Minister of Colonies, 

The French Minister o f Colonies arrived in Damascus by a 
plane from Bagdad, he arri ved on Nov. 28, 1931 before noon, 
an official reception was made to him on his arrival, then he 
attended to a military review, a launch was given to- him in the 
French reSidence, this was reserved for French officials and 
offidere, on 4.00 P.M. of ‘the Same day a tea banquet was given 
in Azem Palace to which was invited a large crowd of natives and 
foreigners but on this occasion there was somo talk of criticise 
aS there was written on th e card of invitation "pour avoir 
L'honneur" of meeting etc. On Nov. 29, morning this minister left 
for Beirut. M. Ponsat and his wife came from Beimt%the reception. 


Elections. . 

The political work of the city at present is the matter of 
the forthcoming elections, private mestings and preparations are 
being made everywhere, it is said thet the French are working 
very seriously for a certain list of canditlates in the north, it 
is said also that they like to transfer the election of the Jewish 
and Greek Catholic members to Aleppo instead of Damascus and the 
Greek Orthodox member to Hama just leaving for Damascus 10 moslem 
membe rs. 


Monarchist Meeting. 
The monarchist group made a large meeting on Nov. 27, L9S1, 


to which came about 700 attendants, five persons spoke and asided 
the monarchist system and made public their programme stating that 
they are working for one of the late King Hussien 's sons, 


The Doublefold Crown. | | | 

Practically the rumor of the doublefold crown of King Peisal 
for Irak and Syria has gone to sleep, people here begun to fear 
that the French future pro gramme in Syria is mther far from 
being favovrable from a mationalist point of view. 


New College. 


M. Ponsét and a numbe xr of French and Syrian officials 
inaugurated en Nov. 25, 19 31, the opening of a new building 
for the French Mission Laique, this building is large and is 
situated in Bagdad avonue, the land was presented to the mission 
by the Syrian government and the funds for the building from 
Franc @. 


Nationalists Meeting. 
‘Phe mationalist group HlKitleh Watanieh is helding a con- 
ference at Damascus for the Study of the situation but no decla- 
ration is being made yet about their findings. It is rumored in 
this connection that the Kitleh is divided upon itself as some 
members and especially tho se of Aleppo do not wish to participate 
in the elections and their programme to boycette such elections, 
however all of them want to have some trust for the safety of the 
balloting as they pretend that in the second run of 1°28 elections 
the bex of ballots was stollen and replaced by a similar one 
containing false elections, It is ssid that Hashem bey Attasy will 
interview M. Ponsot and explain to him the situation. 





Me Solomiac. 

@ mest important fact: that is made yet by M. Solomiac is 
his many receptions to many classes of natives such as notables 
farmers, landlords, christ iang, kirds, merchants etc. Rverydsay 
he attends in the afternoon the affairs of the Syrian Government 
in the Serail. 


Formation ef Political Groups. 

There Still a large activity for the formation of political 
groups and adherents are seeked everywhere but those which peepped 
publicly are the Kitlef, Hezb el Islah and the Monarchists. T 
beleive will appear in the nesr future the Mithakiin and the 
Osbeh Watanieh. ™ 
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Telegram Sent 


Confirmation - File - Voucher Copy - True Text 


Secstate 


Washington 


December 11 = 3:00 p.m, Elections set for December 20 and 


January 5 The Nationalists will participate 


Goold 
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December 11, 1931. 


H. S. Goold, 
American Consul General, 


DESTINATION OF TELEGRAM: Washington, D. C., 
United States of America. 








AMERICAN CONSULAR SERVICE 
Damascus, Syria, December 12, 


Confidential. 


H. S. Goold, squire, 
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American Consul Gener al, Beirut, Syria. 


> 


Dear Sir; 


I have the honor to enclose herewith s short 


report about the situstion in this 


Dec. 10, 1931. 


IT heve the honor to be 


dnelosure; 


1. Political news report. 
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district for the we 





yolitiesl1 


ek ending 


always at your service, 


Very respectfully 





hes en eel 


YOUTS. 


Let: Uy etfs 


"Teac Yebbouss, 


Dragoman, 


DOL 


Political Report 
Week ending 
December 10, 1931. 
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Hl Kitlweh's Conference, 

@ Sald contere nee ended on Dec. 4, 1931 
the study of the situation was terminated by presenting 
to the Prench a list of demends relative to the elections 
and what will follow to the elections as regard the pro- 
posed treaty. hi. Ponsot came to Damascus on Dec. 3, 1931 
and found the atmosphre no~t helping for political discusions 
he left early morning of » ec. 4, to Djebel Druse and replied to 
to the nationalists demands through 2a newspaper that the 
Kitleh has a member in the Council of Advice and this membor zz 
can propose whatever he likes. Afterwards there was rumor in 
the city that the national ists will boycott the selections, 


lieeting of the Council of Advice. 

— The Council of Advice was called to meeting on Dec, 
4, 1931 and the meeting took place on Dec. 7, 1931 in the 
beforenoon, all the members attended except Hashem bey Attasy 
the delegate of the Nationalists. li. Ponsot made » speech in 
this meeting showing the F rench scheme in the present and 
future. Demad Ahmed Namy bey taked with the H. C. and tealled 
him that he should grrange in a diplomacy for Hashem bey to 
attend the meeting saying that all other solution of the 
Syrian problem in which the nationalists do not participate 
will have no value and wil 1 be temporary, I learned that this 
is made by the Damad because of his hatred to i. Ponsot snd 
in order to criticise his situation, 


eech of ing Pomsot, 
Herewilth I attach a French copy of the text of the 

French H,G, Speech made in the Council of Advice on Dec. 7 

L¥SL. . 


a 
0 





ts will participate in the elections, 

‘t i8 rumored here by the adverse Side of the Kitleh 
that the French agreed with the Nationslist to give then 4 

seatS in Damascus, 1 in Homs, 1 in Hams and 1 in Alepve ovt of t 
total number of 69 seats of the parliment. The nuetionslists 
pretend that though they h ave no security about the safegard 
of the balloting boxes and watching of theglection operation 
but they enter into the election battle in order to show the 
nation that they remain following its interest to the end. 
Whether that or that, a fact, is that the Kitleh Watanieh or 
the nationalists will part —icipate in the forthcoming Lactions, 
without any restriction, 








The Netionalis 


2. 


Hashem bey's Proclamation. 

gee The nationalists made through thier chairman Hashem bey 
* certain proclamation in which they show some history and what 
they propose to do. a French translation of this proclamation is 
sent to you herewith but I would advice that if this tolkept or 
used as a reference it dhould be translated from Arabic its lLan- 
gusge to dnglish. } 





Arrete No. 6. 

ere is published here Arrete No. 6, in which is fixed 
the date of the first degre@ elections to be on Dec. 20, 1931, 
and the second degree alections on January 5, 1932. 


Arrete No 7. 
Arrete No. 7, appeared and fixes the number of the Syrian 
Parliment by 69 members divid ed as follows. 








NO. 
Damascus and subur Ws. 

Be Aleppo and suburis 

6 Homs " " 

3 Hama a " 

Ke Hauran ms a 

6 Deir el Zor " « 

2 Hl Jazira (North east of Syriz.) 

6 Alexabdretta district, 

4 Bedwins. 

69 Tetal 

AS to division for minorities and religions we have, 

55 LioSlem Sennite. 

va) ss Alawy 

L uy Tsmaili 

59 

¢ Christians. Armenian Orthodox, 

1 " _ Catholics. 

2 = Greek Orthodox. 

i e ” Cathblics. 

1 wi syriec. Orthodox, 

1 " " Catholics, 

rf JOWe 

69 Total. 


Preparation for the elections, 
ese days it is very . busy time for all those who will 
participate in the elections. The government is making its 

task and so is the political groups. No predictions can te made 

as to who will gain but my personal opinion ig that the government 
will loose undoubtedly if they present for electors a list of 
persons having no political v alue before the public such as 
Cheik Tajeldin and the personels of his government. The registratio 
of candidated for membership has not yet begun and ono candidate xk 
is known officially. | 





3. 


Two sparks of a fire. 

il. While a people were praying in the Ommayed Mosaue 
a Speaker of the monarchist g roup spoke and defended the Mo-~ 
narch system another of the nationalists of the Kitleh Watsnieh 
showted and called him to keep his mouth shut but he was attacked 
by the group of the monarchist speaker and badly beaten this made 
a certain anarchy in the mosque and the matter was going to 
enlarge. — 

2. There wes a match of football between two clubs of 
Sportsmen, one is nationalists of the Istklal party now Kitleh and 
the other to the monarchist and Dr. Shabander at the end of the 
play there was some hurrays and when the Mame of Dr. Shabander 
passed the nationalist group of players whisled and the young 
men called each other for fig ht, wise people interfered and 
dismissed the matter. 

I cited the two storie s as to show how the public is 
interested. | 


The Islamic Conference. 

some dslegstes left Damascus to attend the lioslen 
conference that was opened in Jerusalem bn Dec. 5, 1931. Those 
who were interested the most in this conferance are those who 
belong to the Istiklal party which work for 2 panIslamic movement, 





Visit to Djebel Druse., . iis 

lie Ponsot suddenly visit,, Soueda in Djebel Druse and 
wag i, his peception the most important notable of Djebel Druse 
and there was presented to him the demands of the Druses of which 
is there self independence, This visit took place on Dec. 4, 
19351 and in the afternoon li. Ponsot left for Beirut throveh the 
south, This visit is said was made in order to avoid interviewing 
Hashem bey Attasy and listen to his demand of precautions. 


Visit to the North, | 
Mie PonsSot came to Da m@seus on Dec. 6 and left for thea 


visit of the north on Dec. 8. during his stay in Dsmascus he 
Signed Some arretes for the r un of the elections. 
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Respmotially youre, 





oor e. Mew, 





Copy to: E. I. Cc. Paris. 
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AMERICAN CONSULATE GENERAL 
BEIRUT, SYRIA DEC * 8 193) 


SUBJECT: DRUZES WANT INDEPENDENCE ~ FROM SYRTA. 


00’ 


(aed 
THE HONORABLE Fas ves: 
THE SECRETARY OF STATE 
WASHINGTON. 


‘SIR: 


&% the game time as I forwarded my despateh No. 146 
of December llth, telling you of the dates of the elec- 
tions and that the Nationalists had decided to participate, 
I should have forwarded another despatch informing you 
that, on the 4th instant, M. Ponsot visited Soueida in 
the Djebel Druze, end summoning the representative Council 
of that Gstrict, made a little speech in which he praised 
the loyalty of the Druze to the Mandate. 

In thanking M. Ponsot for his interest in the Druze, 
the Emir Hasgan £1 Atashi handed him a document containing 
the claims of his people. These claims are as follows: 

"Le Preservation of the independence of the 
Djebel proclaimed in 1922 and oonfirmed 
in 1930. 

"2, Direct dependence of the Djebel on the 


High Commission for all political and 
adwuinistrative matters. 





"3. Protection of the frontiers and the 
restoration to the Djebel of the four 
villages which had been detached from 
it." 


M. Ponsot 


M. Ponsot promised to take these demends into 
consideration and, Indeed, they fit so well into the 
French scheme for making a treaty with the State of 
Syria on the basia of its present boundaries, that 
one might be justified in thinking that the démarche 
of the Emir had been inspired. 

Respectfully yours, 
4, S$, G@OOLD 


H. S&S. Goold, 
American Consul General. 


Distribution: 
Original and four ¢copies to the Departuent. 


One copy to E.I.C., american imbassy, Paris. 
One copy to American Embassy, Istanbul. 
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AMERICAN CONSULATE GENERAL 
BEIRU?, SYRIA December 19, 1931. 


SUBJECT; Nationalists in Difficult es. 


THE HONORABLE 
THE SECRETARY OF STATE 


OPS 


WASHINGTON. 


SIR 3 


fhe first and, I believe, the most important stage 
of the Syrian electoral canpaign comes to a close today, 
To-morrow the “first degree" election takes plece. It 
has been a strange affalr, this electoral campaign. If 
eny of the parties (I believe they are now reduced to 
three, Nationalist, Monarchist md Government) have put 
forth their lists of candidates for the post of electors, 
I have heard nothing of it. Not a word of it has appeared 
in the press. And we are less than twenty-four hours from 
the vote. There has been violence and fighting in both 
Damascus and Aleppo, and either the Syrian Nationalists 
are somewhat like Mx. Kipling's Banderlog who "boast and 
chatter and pretend that they are a great people about to 
do great affairs in the jungle, but the falling of a nut 
turns their minds to laughter, and all is forgotten,” or 
M. Solomiac, formerly the Delegate of the High Commissioner 
in Damascus and now the actual head of the Government there, 
is a very clever man. Wise men in Beirut chuckle and give 


the Frenchmen the ent#re credit for the state of obsourity 


into 


into which the whole business seems to have been thrown, 
but there must be something lacking in tenacity of purpose, 
in the power of concentration of the patriots of the 
interior. Por at the present writing, 1% looks very 
doubtful. whether the Nationalists will gain the majority 
they would nortially be expected to win. 

Now, it happens that very many of the personnel of 
the Police and the Gendarmerie of the State of Syria were 
appointed to their respective poste by Sheik Tajjedine, 
former head of the Provisional Government, and, of course, 
a friend of the French, YFakhry Sey Baroody, one of the 
Hotspurs of the Nationalist movement, either believing 
that his Party's interests would not receive proper protec- 
tion at the hands of the Police, or spoiling for a bit of 
a fight, got together about 200 sturdy young men early in 
the week to guard his house. Two hundred militants guard- 
ing the house of a political fire eater were bound to 
stert trouble, and it came. In the clash and the fighting 
which lasted for an hour or two, students joined the 
Baroody Guards, while the Police remained neutral, but 
their neutrality was very benevolent to the other side. 
The result was discouraging to the Guards. 

Declaring that nine hours before the fighting com- 
mnenoed, he had learned that the opposition had concocted 
@ plot (what plot?) with the local authorities, Baroody 
sought an interview with M. Solomiac. It was refused, 
Thereafter not a few of the shops closed, and it was only 
the efforts of their brothers in Aleppo and Homs and Hema 
that kept the Damescene Nationalists in the arena. They 


were downhearted and favored withdrawal. 


But 


But, with whom d1d the Baroody Guards first come into 
sontact in the affrey mentioned? This is the strange part 
of the atory, one thet must be put down to the Banderlog 
theory, or the eleverness of M. Solomiac, or perhaps, to a 
weariness of the constant preachnents by Nationalist leaders 
of hatred for the French which they are unable to translate 
into effective physical action. The opponents of the Guards 
were, for the most part, rebels of 1925-6, individuals who 


had been deported and later allowed to return, and others 





who had served prison sentences inflicted by French courts 
Marti al, and some ordinary ruffiens. Perhaps it may be 
that these gentlemen have had enough of strife with the 
Gaul, and believe 1% easier and more profitable to break 
the heads of their fellow countrymen. But then, a lot of 
Monerchists were in the affray against the Baroodys. Are 
not the Monerchists Nationalists? Do not they all want 
a Syrian nation, independent in the world? Here was a case 
of sheer Benderlogisam. This particular breed has been 
unable to retain the great idea it once had of a Syrian 
nation. It has heard a nut drop, 4& Feisal or an Ali nut, 
and its mind has been turned. 

In Aleppo, there was a straight fight between the 
Nationalists end the Police due to the fact that the former 
held a meeting without obtaining the necessary permit. The 
Police did not have the grace or the sense (who would expeot 
Police to have?) to permit the meeting to proceed under the 
exceptional circumstances of the day, and violence resulted, 
with casualties. But not before a violent anti-French speech 
had been made by the Aleppo leader, Tbrahim Bey Hannano; 


"Franoe 





"France has led us to the last degree 
of degradation, sucking our blood. In the 
event of the success of her colonisation 
program, she will violate our domiciles and 
our wonen.* 

The eurious part of it is that some, at least, of the 
Nationalist leaders talk, in private conversation, of the 
necessity of collaboration with the French, at any rate 
for the purpose of protecting the country against the Turk, 
end the fierce Puritan of the desert, Ibn Seoud. But when 
it comes to getting votes, anything goes, and there is no 
restraint in the stirring up of hatred. Women are in 
danger, even as they are when Ghristian white men wish to 
burn negroes. There is nothing new! 

To-morrow's balloting will, I believe, be secret. 

But gendarmes stand in the room where a man marks his 
ballot and we are in a part of the world where “the 
principle of authority" is still strong. And passionate 
appeals are being addressed to all Christians to save 
their homes and their women, too, by voting against the 
Nationalists. Twenty-four hours before the balloting, and 
the situation by no means looks as well for the Nationalists 
as it did last week. Yet, the bulk of the population is 
undoubtedly with them, and they mey still crash through. 

Respectfully yours, 

H. S. 00.1 


H. &. Goold, 
American Congul General. 





Original and four copies to the Department. 
One copy to E.Il., American Embassy, Paris. 
One copy to American Embassy, Istanbul. 
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" AMERICAN CONSULATE - - GENERAL 
BEIRUT, SYRIA 


Telegram Sent 


Confirmation - File - Voucher Copy - True Text 


Secstate 


Washington 





December 21 - 9:00 p.m. Following disturbances yesterday 
elections were suspended in Damascus ani Hama The 


casualties were five killed fifty wounded 
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December 21, 1931. 


H. S. Goold, 
American Consul General. 





DESTINATION OF TELEGRAM: Washington, D. C., 
United States of America. 
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AMERICAN CONSULATE GENERAL 


BETRUT, SYR TA December 25, 1931. 


Mr. Lorenzo Y. Manachy, 
Aleppo, Syria. 


Sir: 


Thank you very much for your letter of December 21st 
With its enclosures. what I would like most of all would 
be your appreciation of what occurred, and your idea of 


what the consequences will be. I & not even know how the 


balloting care out. 


Were there any preparations for the elections such as 
the registration of voters beforehand? 


I realize that perhaps you Will not care to say what 


you think. 
stand. 
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If that is the case, say so, and I shall under- 


Very respectfully yours, 


8. S43 @OOLD 


H. S. Goold, 
American Consul Gere ral. 


& 
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AMERICAN CONSULATE GENERAL 


BEIRUT, SYRIA December 23, 1931. 


Mr. Joseph Dabbouss, 
Bab Touma, Damascus, 
Syria. 


Sir; 


PALS 


I hope that you have not meant to make me wait until 
next Monday before giving your report on what occurred 
last Sunday, and what oscurs if the elections are con- 
tinued today as I heard: yesterday they were to be. You 
are the man on the spot and your observations should be 
most valuable. JT not only want to know what you saw and 
heard, but I should like to know your appreciation of what 
occurred and your idea of what the consequences will be. 


If the writing of suc a letter would embarrass you, 
say so, and I shall understand, 


Very respeotfully yours, 





u. s * GOOLD ni / WS 
H. $9 Goold, 
American Consul General. 





AMERICAN CONSULAR SERVICE 


‘WN 111 
Aleppo, December 21st, 1951. 


q. 8. Goold, Ssquire, | 
American Consul Seneral, | lai Subject : Na 
) 


Beirut, Syria. | " Blections " 
STR: 


T have the honor to herein transmit two letters addressed 
to the American Consaulate by Mr. Ibrahim Hanano, the leader of 
the Nationalist faction in Aleppo, dated the 18th and 29th 
instant. 


Both letters, which were addressed to all the Consulates 
at Aleppo, deal with the question of the elections and bitterly 
criticiza the pretended partial attitude assumed by the Autho- 
rities. 


Thea market its today partially closed in sign of protes- 
tation, bit the attitude of the population remains pacific. 


Tt 18 stated that the elections vasterdiay were conducted 
normally in the Sandjaksof Alexandretta and Deirezzor. 


Nerain enclosed a supplement issued toiay by the "NAHDA", 
one of the organs of the "Moderates", or the adversartes of 
the "Nationalists" or "Zxtremists", which gives which gives 
a different version o? vestarday's elections. 


Tt is rumored that the Government is backing the elections 
of the "Moderates" at the head of whom seems to be Subhi Bey 
Baraket, former President of the Syrian Federation,who seems to 
be now the persona grata of the Trench Authorities. 

T have the honor to be, ‘ 

STR, 


Tery respegsfully yours, 





LYM /MN. 
fnel. 6 pieces. 


| (Betrut) “AS-SATTAR, Decenber 2, 1951. 
_ (Paper } | 

















It seems that the donttict Ween Gd . “qiarter on sgbatine of 
the failure of the chairman of the commi ttee¢ supervising the elections 
to observe Art. 32 of 77? which stipulates that two of the people | 

voting should elect from among them two men to join the committee, mfturxr 
and that the chairman of the committee should take the box in his hands, 
gkaw and show it to the public to make sure that it contains nothing 
and to seal it thereafter before the elections should begin. Tex 





eee am The eveNrnient had armed the oahie ei; the 
netics, ‘the firemen, municipal police and employees of the "Banderole" 
service, and had placed the authority in the hands of Wasek Bey E1l-Moua yal 
who gave his orders to all those mentioned above to be on the alert 
faxrxtiexfiegk& and to be prepared for anything that might take place. 


The irregularity txxtxwxx reported to have taken place in Keymarié 
quarters was also said to have occurred in Kanawat, Souk Sarouja and 
most of the other quarters of Damascus. When the people protested 
and endeavored to oppose this irregularity, the armed government men 
mentioned above attagked the public and the conflict took place. 


Those who were transfered to the hospital exceeded 2@@ two hundred 
and it was repirted by hospital officials that akamkz only seven among 
thausz them died. 


Before noon the tanks of the army military forces reached Merjé 
square SW&xpxemyentedxanyeadyxframx and the military forces were 
scattered there preventing anybody from reaching it. When the French | 
Authorities got the news of the conflict they realized the critical 
situation and Monsieur Ponsot who warmxykuxediuskumx was constantly 
being kept informed over the telephone by Monsbehr Solomiac of things 
taking place in the field, gave his orders to suspend the elections 
and te. withiram:the:txuux authority from the hmds of Wasek El-Mouggad 
ERX RIARREXTEX and to place it in the hands of the military. Nobody 
was then permitted to have access to the telegraph and post offices, 
and no telephon™ or telegraphic communication were pom eee between 
the city and abroad. 





About the same thing happened in Hama. There were many wounded 
and one died. <A telegrapm of protest was sent by the people of Hamaf 
to Monsieur Solomiac. It seems that the mkmatkamz public there 
boycotted the elections. 


At Homs,it is reported that the electiong was carried on in a 
relatively"calm atmosphere’, although gammxgmarrak some disturbances 
took place due to some irregularities reported to have taken place on 
the part of the government. 


At Aleppo, however, it seems that the public boycotted the election. 


I At Douma, near. Damascus, due to irregularities on the part of the 

committee, the public got furious and some young men pulled down the 
yuatxatxkhke xmesgueexwkiiex thaxmenehexsxafxthexzommitionxanixteextexxx 
gontatrningxtiexyetesxwexrexxtkiix 


roof tm of the building on the heads of the memebrs of the committee 
and the box containing the votes. 
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AMERICAN CONSULAR SERVICE 
Damascus, Syria, December 22, 1931. 


to Go 9 


CONPIDENTIAL. | Ws é / a 


He. S. Goold, lsquire, 


American Consul General, Beirt, S,ria 


I have the honor to encloss herewith a rerort 


1/ about the political situation for the poriod ending Dec. 


~s 
oh 


21, 1931. I could not mak 9 up my revort on Sund: 


promised because of the too much exitement fovnd in the 
Clty, 
I have the honor to he sir 


alvays ut your service, 


Bi ores Bae sg x i clang _ Sn a 
vary respectfully yours. 
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soseph Dabbouss 
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POLITICAL REPORT 
Ten Days ending. 
December 21, 1931. 


CONFIDENTIAL. AK 35 DIS 3 FS IS IS ok 9k aK vis ok ok ok oi 9K 2x 3K 3 


Political Groups. | 
e political groups that are working at present in the 
political situation in Damascus are; 


Hl-Kitleh Watanieh, f ormed of the extremist nationalists 
of the Istiklal party and some persons of the Hezb 061 Shaab, 
(People's Party), this group was formed following the elections of 
1928, and pret ends to represen t the national aspiration calling 
itself by the Syrian Nationalis ts. This group is republican. 

Hezb el Islah, Reform Party, this group is formed of the 
pro-French e1ass and whos @ mos t members are officials in the 
local government, most of its adherent are post seekers on the 
open. This group can be colore d by any color desired by the Prench. 

Hl-Qsbeh Watanieh, (The National League), this group 
is recently “Formed of Some moderate nationalists its vrogranme is 
monarchial. 

RlRabitsh, Watanieh, (The National Tie), this group is 
formed of the remainder of four old groups, it was recently formed 
after the rumors of the doublefold crown, Tt is purely monatchial. 

Rl-Mithakiin, (The national pacters), This froup is former 
ef the asiders of Dr. Shabender. This group looks as aspiration 
on the National pact, it has n o decision for the regime but 
prefer what is more usefull to its home whether a republic or 3 
monarchy. 

Govermuent group, this greup is composed of Cheik Taj 
the ex president and some members of his government, this group 
is nothing but French empboyees. 


Groups and Hlections, 
The greups that are em the feild for the elections can 


be principally divided by two groups; 

1. The Nationalists, this group was formed of the Kitleh 
Watanich and the Rabitah Wat an ieh. 

2. The Gevernmant gro up,this was formed of some of 
the Islah party, the govermmen t group and the Osbeh Watanioh,. 

Rl Mithakiin decided to do not enter the elections, 

In a local study I find that each one of this,two groups 
is equivalent to the other in power and therefore the success 
could not be predicted to a on e eof them unless their list of 
candidat es apvear to the battl oa. 


Creation ef trouble. 

Kitle nm the begi ning eof the period under revision 
feund itself Loosing the feild in many quarter of the city 
begun to create trouble and false rumers that were finding 
rapid acceptance rspecially in the ears of young men and school 
boys. 


First Real Trouble. , 

; Qanmawat Ouarter is a quarter inhibited by some members 
of elKitleh as Fakry Baroudy Zeki Khatib, Mohamed el Nahas etc, 
and Some members of the government group like Ahmed el Hasiby, 
Shokry Tabaa, Nassib Bakry etc. but is seemed that the group of the 
government was more powerfull than the Kitleh group in which they 
have their headquarter in the house ef Fakry Baroudy. 

On December 10, 1931 the young men of FPakry Baroudy 
insulted a youngman of the Gov ernment group who went and accused 
the fact to Abou Shokry Tabaa, this man and two other men came to 
the house of Kakry Baroudy and made a quarrel there about the 
agression. Kakry breught a bou t a half dozen of men from Devma 
and pretended that these are h is quardians. 
| On December 13, 1931 in the night, seme men of those 
pretended to be guardians of Fakry bey passed in front of some 
vagabonds ef the pther group and a guarrel begun between the men 
of the two groups, in its begining sticks were the arm and in its 
end revolvers, the people of the gevernment group were stronger 
than these ef the nationalists and did run after then till they 
hided in the house of Fakry bey and followed them in, police 
interfered and seme were taken to jail. One revelver was caught 
with the man of Fakry bey. 

This was very much enlarged in the morning and the 
hatienalists spread a rumer in the city saying that the men of the 
gevernment asSaultedthe house of Fakry bey @1 Baroudy and fired 
en the presence in order to make an age of terror. That this is 
the begining of the interference of the elections, That the liberty 
ef the electors will be molast ed. 

. On Dec. 14, 1931 the two large souks of the city closed 
their business place and two demonstrations made which were 
disbersed by the police. 


Beycotting mot boycotting the elections. 

On Dec. , i941 a ru mer spread in the city very quickly 
saying thas the astionalis.s decided not to inter the elections, 
but in the efternoon Hashem bey Attasy arrived from Homs and a 
meeting was made and the situa tion was reconsidered and a new 
decision passed that the Nationslists will enter into the elections, 





Heitement,. " , 
| here was huge exitemémt in the last four days about the 
elections, and all this exitement was originating from the nation- 
alist group, here im Damascus the nest of religious fanaticism 

it is easy to exite the public and turm,his imagination into another 
direction by Simply spread of a rumor Saying that go and so is 
helping the French who are the foes of the religion therefore 
everyone will be against him, people make in the streets qemonst ra- 
tions in which they shout "Din Mhamad din el Sef" (The religion 

of Mahomed is the weligion of the sword) this is sufficient to 
gather into the exitement a nu mber of rioters, 


Government List. 
There circulated in t he city that the FPrench made a 


list of candidates whem she wi 11 aSide by all its force 
and that Cheik Tajeldin will bh @ in the herd of this. list, the 
publie in Damascus at present hate this ox presidaett anid all 


hig mon eSpecially Wathec bey 1 lioveavad the Governor of the city. 
and it seams that the French trustad this cheik agnin in the 
management of the operation of elections thongh he foiled comle- 
tely im 1928. So thé circulation of a news of this sort made 

some alart in the idess of the public. 


The Wationalists, 
The nationalists of t he Kitleh Watanieh after a study 


of the situation found in intn 7 section of the city thet ther 


# 
are weelt and will mot tevrecaad but in order te ghey toy oT 

ext bh grec + « 1: 1 ee lita 2 i+ _ 4: = a de 2 . ’ a -3-a + ge 5 IPE F 4 ~* A, 
their situation and found thst in case they sreesad tt ayr ls theat 
AS fA mi Ay t ” 4 1 ee 33 Tt "| ¥% 4” mo a, ’ es be 3 3 ' 1%; 


paper el Youm that they do int er the el«ctions »£ = grouse of 
Oppesition, I lernai from ons of than whe dé + Je: tap tliat tleir 
pregramme consist to inter the oslactions of the first dagras 
ad eMemmrds rebalanca thaivy situ-tici, they fave to consid&r 
the situation from two points, 1. freedom of tha slacatiow o14 | 
2, how much they gain of the electors if the elections are free, 
On this consideration there was cbhrculated in the city that the 
government will corrupt the elctions and will steel the boxes 
of baloting. They prepared what to de in the day of elections 
and aS a measure they spread t heir men here and there telling 
the public to close their shops othewise they will be harmed, 


Activities of the Government, 

@ headquarter of the direction was im name in the 
government building Dut wee 8 *..¢t in the house of Cheik 
Tajeldin, The sum of 18000 Syrian Pounds was given to Cheik Paj 
for the purpose of distributing for the gain of electors. The 
government again made some appropriation that was 5000 Syr, Pounds 
to be spent officially as expences for the election, The preparation 
and measure taken by the government was really low and mean, a 
notable friend of mine was ask ed to be the director of an election 
department but he refused because he was asked to take some measure 
against the law of elections and to do -ut secretly 400 papers voices 
in the box but he refused afte r the matter was treated to be con- 
fidebtial. 


December 20th, 1931. 


ve The day of December 20, 1931 was remarkable. 


The public was so exi ted and early in the morning thore 


was crowds waiting on the door yu of elections dsvirtients and as 
a description I give below eac h denartment. 


Ae 


Kaymaria Quarter Department. About six o'clock a large 
crowd was waiting on the door of this department, there was a 
guard of about 20 policemenk and some gendarms aS well as some 
bandrole guard, the baloting b om was inside sealed in red wax, 
about 7 A.M. the two employee came and sat behind the box which 
was on a table, the crowd aske d this officials to begin the 
operation as per article 32 of arrete ho. 1889 which say that 
two controllers should be elected from the public to watch the 
operation, one offical replied that no need for that as the 
government has already elected two verSuns, then the public 
aSked to see if the box is emp ty or not as the lww say that 
the baloting box should be ope ned and shown empty to the public 
and the two controllers elected, this operation could not be done 
and was postponed till the director arrives, the public asked 
again as per article 36, 40 and 45 to elect from the public 
writers to write for the illet erates, and to empty the room of 
armed forces but nothing of that was replied. At sbout 8 A.li. 
arrived Cheik Abdulkader el Ka tib the director of this depart- 
ment this persem is one of the Ulema type and is a friend, 
colaborator with cheik Tajeldin, and one of those who are much 
disliked by the public. He re lied to the many demand made to him 
to apply the law of elections; that he already applied that and 
that about 500 persons already arrived and voted than the public 
protested and daid that this is illegal as the elections should 
hegin at 8 and finish at 4, he refused and the public insisted 
to see there is inthe box, th ena Ssyveaker spoke and told the 
public that the government alteady filled the box with votes and 
therefore no need for the public to vote as this was already dome 
in the night, the public was exited snd a group tried to enter 
the room and break the box the forces were very ecnrefull in 
guarding the box a batle took place and stickswere first used 
then fire arms the batle ended by the retreat of the public with 
four wounded of whom two were seriously harmed by the bullets 
of the guard, the cheik direct or took heels to his home and the 
public declared boycotting the elections in this devartment 
aS well aS a delagation was formed to sos li. Solomiac and report 
to him the fact this was dome but = certain secretary in the 
government pretended that li, Solomiac is absent and he will trke 
note of what havpened the dela tion wes not satisfied and a 
demonstration was formed, This was the bigining of the avil 
in this day. The public of all parties remcined voyeot ting. 

souk Saroudja Suarter Department. What hapened in this 
department is very Identical € o what Ne tonded in Kaymaria, 
three were wounded of whom one was of the sovernment forcas, 
elections were boycotted in th is section, 
| linidan Quarter depart meit All. whist was dome in thig 
department was regular and the elections run in ordor but it 
was niticed that the governmen t list wag loosing and the 
nationalists were gaining, : 
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Bad el Sarija Guarter,. All run in order in this quarter and the 
government and the nationalist Lists were sean of equel forces. 

#1 Shsegour ouarter, The oaloting box was onened in this 
quarter before blic and then sealled as per the lsaw but the 
Nationalist @lected Lotfy bey elHafar to be a controller but the 
government refused and said that already two controllerselected, 
rioters took this occasion and disturbed the order and asearching 
in the pockets of one of the officials showed hiding sbovt 150 
papers votes, the public was e xited and the elections boycotted, 

Kanawat Guarter Department. This quarter was regular and 
balloting box was opened and Shown empty before the public and 
the operation run but the nati onalists had no controllers in 
this department and the room was full with the armed forces, 
one of the nationalist leaders “Zeki bey el Katib insisted to 
Stay inside and watch the oeration this was oposed but in vain 
afterwards he was thrown out b y the forces, he and Mohamed el 
Nahas another nationalists thi ¢ two went ovt surrounded by a 
group of rioters and made thei r way to see Me Solomiac but in 
vain went all their efforts th en Zeki el Zhatib made a speaker 
in the public and begun to exc ite the public therefore I condbder 
that he and Mohamed el Nahas - ere the origin of the bloody 
demonstrathens that took place in the city afterwerds,. 

Mohajerin Quarter dep artment. All run in order the 
nationalist were a Small minor ity in This quarter boycotted in 
Silence, 





















Jalhiyee Suarter department. There were many protests of 
the nationslists against this department but all run in order 
from a governmental point of v iew. ; 

Jews Quarter Department. All run in very complete order 

from a government point of vie w, it was perfect, most of the 
jews do net know if there or t here is no elections, the dirsctor 
filled the box as he wished without any disturb. The overation 
was complete about 9 A.hi. 

Greek Orthodox department. The box was not opened before 
the public. It was Seen that the candidate of the government 
Toufik bey Shamieh has in fact a larger number of voters than 
his adversery Feiz bey el Kho ury the canditlate of the nation- 
alist, there was here a quarr el between the asiders of each 
Candidate and bullets were thrown in the air. 

Greek Catholic Depart ment. Every thing here was govern- 
mental but in spite of that about 400 papers votes were inserted 
into the box, all run in order, 

Kurd Quarter department. Nothing troublesome in this dep- 
partment, 





aANare and Akada quarter Depart ment, 





All run in this 


quarter uccording to the law and the list of candidates of the 
nationalists were gaining. 


be 


Demonstrations. 

Following the shed of blood in two or three quarters of 
the city many rioters demontr a tions were formed and marched 
toward the square of the city where the government buildings 
were. Police forces and the g endarms in vain tried to scater 
the crowd, who were armed with stone, the police forces used 
sticks then hot water colored the blue de Matelen but in vain 
many of the police forces wer e wounded then the gendarm used 
white arms at last all was in vain and the rioters increased 
terribly in number to many th ovsands, at this moment police 
forces were ordered to fire on the public this was done but 
rioters got more and more breve at last the army forees arrived 
and when the. tanks appeared the crowd dispersed leaving on the 
groundfour dead and about 30 wounded. About 2 P.li. the Ty anch xx 
Army take charge of the public order and this fact was published 
in the city. Order thence was restored. 


Killed and wounded. 

~he public lost in the rioters demonstrations to date 
Six killed and about 35 wounded, the public forees lost abovt 
40 woundede 


Elections stovped. 

In the first place the elections were boycotted and 
in the Second place the city was in trouble and disorder that mz 
many go to their houses and h ide this made the H. C. issve an 
order at B.P.M. of Dec. 21, 1 931 posStponed the elections for 
further order. 


Arrests. 
There is about 40 arreste d but none of them is of 
importance all are young men, 


Complete Defeat. 

is e I'rench were scheming to gain the giasiunn I would 
Say that it tat a complete de feat to them and to those who 
cooperate with them of the Sy rians. After the xiots wf Dea, 
20, 19351 The nationalists gained an influence which they never had 
before, 


Hlections in this District. 
aarne at t he lections run in order in Hauran 
Katana, 4ebdani, Nebk, Homs, and other sub districts. 

In Douma the same story of Kaymaria department was 
repeated there, two were woun ded, the public got hold of the box 
and opened it and did found a laree number of false votes. The 
roof of the election department which is a mosque was demolished by 
the’ rioters, 

In Deraya, the same story repeated seain and two were 
wounded but the government gucceded in restorii; order, 
In Kuneitra there was protests only. 


Result ° 
The run of stories her e ghow that the Prench who are now 


Cae ihe! lat reat er of the eae ation are ‘responsible for He baa - 
scheme placed on the Stage, the BPrench are fighting to make a List 
“succeed ‘but this list is hea ded hy Cheik Tajeldin and his group — ne 
that there was misuse of the elections and in fact, 811 was 

discovered so openly. , 








Puneral. 

There was on Dec. 21, 1931 8 huge funerol made by Damascus 
to those who were killed, there was in the funeral fovr corns and 
one of a baby one year ola who WAS eerie with his mother while 
passing a street, About 10 thousands marched in this funeral but 
all was calm and nothing happend. Some persons spoke very loud 

and critisiced the ™rench and the mandstes and colonization and 
211 foreign efforts to colonize Syria. 





Hams. 





The Situation of Hams in the elections was identical to 
that of Demascus in every respect. 2 Kil}ed or. '0 wounded. The 
elections were stopned also in this city. 


Frotests. : 
liany telegraphic protests were sent to the .c, shout 
the situation.and the electi ors. 


Closing of the City, 

On Bete Hi," LF Slag 7 eli «ws on the Both the eity of 
Demescus wes completely clos ‘ed, no shop covld be seen open. : 
this was as a protest and mourning. hieny also closes their shovs if 
they find others closed, 


c 


The Situation, 
The @l 








y 18 completel y calm,’ the French Army still ocev- 
pying the square of the city and the government buildings and 
the public orde is in the hand of the Prench. 


Prepared. 
~ ‘The run of events in Damascus, Douma and Hama shows that 
wis wag RIApe eed beforehand ae ‘ss nationalists, but the ey 
sibel eked the. “pos ition of “the cca and rendered all the 
efforts of creation of parties or groups nil. : 
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POLITICAL REPORT 
Two DaySe : 
DEC, 22 and eord, 1931, 
OE ae ok ott oks of ats dhe Sie oi AS afk 9K aig ok ic oe pis ois Ok pig oh 2k oe of 
Hees 88) LSS 4 


The day of Dec. 22, 193 nagsed in order no trovble 
9 A 


; wy 
at all. The ?rench soldiers and the black troops still occv- 
pying the square of the city. 


The Local Government, 

There is a rumor in Damascus saying that Wathek bey 
el Mouayad the governor of the City will be dismissed as well 
as the Cheif of Police, li. 5S olomiac went to Beirmt to confer 
with M. Ponsot about the sit uation. 


Dec, of 25, 1931. 

This day is calm and business movement in the city 
S$ as usual The French still have the order of the public 
ecurity. 


Hlections, 
There is a rumor in the city that tomorrow Dec. &@4, 
the operation of the electio 4 will be repeated. 





luneral. 

On Dec. 23, at noon t here was another funeral of those 
wiio were wounded and died, h is name is liunir Araby FKatby, a 
young man of about 18 years old. It was a large funeral attended 
by many, thousands and many spoke of the most deep tune of 
nationalism and enthusiasm. 





Arrests, 
There is some new arr ests took place put none yet of the 
true agitators called leaders is yet arrested. 


A judicial counsil. . 
Tt is said That there will be formed a legislative 
couneil to try those who participated in the riots of Dec. 20. 
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Joseph Dabbouss. 





AMERICAN CONSULAR SERVICE 





Damegeus, Syris, December 24, 1931. — 


H. 8S. Goold, squire, 


American Consul General, Beirut, Syris 


Dear Sir: 


WHRRY CHRISTMASS A AND A HAPPY NEW YBAR 


DK OK DK IK DIR DIS OK 2S BIS Dic otc ak aie Dik ok ok ols akc ois aks ofc ait ok ok akc ok 


Allow me to present to your goodself and to the 
members of your staff my best wishes for 5 Merry Christmass 
and a happy New Year, hop ping that the year 1932 will be 
a year of happiness, prosperity and prograss to you all. 


I am Sir; 


very respectfully yours. 





Do : (aa At 
Wa toeass 


Dragoman. 


AMERICAN CONSULAR SERVICE A é 
Damascus, Syria, December 24, 1931." ry 
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H. 5. Goold, #squirs, 


i 
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American Consul General, Boirut yrin. 
+ ? 


2 
we 


tT have the honor to refer to your letter dated 
December 26, 1931, File No . 800, relative to a report about 
the situation, 


In reply thereto I beg to inform you that I miled 
yesterday abovt 5. P.lu. 2 envelope containing two polities] 
reports and three other letters, this letter shoulda be in your 
hands on Dee. 24, 1931 bo ut 9, Awlu.e The report contsined 
explain the situation in d etsil. Please telegrs ph to me if thi 
is not received. 


I could not mail this report before the 23rd as I 


learned thst there was som @ censor 238 well 3s I could not 
speak with you on the phone. 


I enclose herewi th a short report on my personal 
opinion on the situation, plense excuse the tune in which it 
is wrote. 


I think that the re are many points to be exnlsained 
or you may need some detail on any auestion therefore I 
thought to make a trip to Beirut and explein verhally what 
is not writen. Please tele graph to me the word"@ome to 
Beirut"in case you think that you may need some explaination, 
I ean be in Beirut on Dee. 26, or 88th, 


I have the honor to be Sir; 
alaways 2t your gervice 


Very ee yours. 


"800. ~, 
Enelosure; BEL. f a 
1/ Report ; cell - or “al 


as stated, 
~Fosaeph Dabbouss, > 
Dragoman. 


The Freneh Diplomagy in Syria. 
At the end of year 1931. 


BEC IK IDK CP 2K 2k 2 ofc ok 2k 2c akc 9g i 2k 9k ak ak 9 ak a ae ak kc ae ofc 2 ak 


Up to 1928. 


Sinee the French ocevpation to Syria in 1919 to 1928 
lL ean say that the French are excused if they made some 
mistakes as this 10 years can be considered as a period of 
study but. after all the experimentsthey made and the study 
Shown on the feild, any mistake commited will be condidered 
as & complete ignorance, as a man who do not learn Syria 
in 10 years will not learn it in 1000 years. 


4. more yoars. 
1928-1931, is another period of sound study and 
examination or rather a pe riod of charging of a new era 
which I thought will be an era of prosperity and progress 
but the down of this are s hown in the day of Dece. 20th, 
made me beleive that we st ill where we begun to depart, 
this I can translate as du e to two things only; being 
l. either the French are v ery clever and buildschemes to 
eolonize Syria forever, or 2. that they are ignorants and 
de not know what they are doing. 


1. The Freneh knew. 

if the policy of the French in Syria the country 
under their mandate, is a domination for ever, then what 
was Shown on the stage on Dec. 20, 1931 is a very good scheme 
very very well played as to show the Syrians are backward, 
their government cannot keep the public secvrity, and that 
modern means of pelitieal nature cannaot be preserved by them 
therefore they are far from independance and their country 
sheuld be always keept under mandate terms or RATHER transfered 
into a FRENCH DOMINION, thie policy if it is meant then what 
was and is dene by the French is to be labelled with Very Good. 


2e The French do not know. 

If the French re aly want to apply the terms of 
mandate and the taxt of Sze. 22 of ths League of Nation naci 
and in the game time safeguard their interest, then the 
role played on Dec. 20, 1951 is a complete ignorance and is 
a Shame to be made under the guidance of gs power known 
aS a first rate power and is the frony of the Occidental 
civilization, 


Corruption. — 
I am eonvineed personally that there was some 
corruption in the first degree elections, 


Anarchism, 

I am also eonvinced that the nationalists are of the 
first elass anarchists and rioters and that their scheme was 
to make riots if they find themselwes loosing the battle, but 
what was schemed by the French and their agents helped them 


2. 


| a: earry out their propoganda in a succeess, They triumphed 
gloriosly on Dee, 20, and stopped the elections. 


Post Seekers. 
| am convineed also that the tune and hymn of the 
n nationalism Singed by the newSpapers and leaders ig nothing : 
but a net to sell more of the papers or to have a post 
with a large salary. There may be some exceptions of good 
leaders. | | 7 


4. Years Government. 

fhe keeping of g overnament of Cheik Tajeldin aiid 
his group for four years has increased the jealasy of the other 
especially in this period of crisis in the economical situatio 
The experience has showed me that every ene who goes to the 
head of the government will be disliked by the publie 
because of the bad propoga nda wor':3d by those waiting to 
get up into his place. Therefore the working with Cheik fajel- 
din and his group is another bad scheme adopted by the French. 


Summary. 

The French are stingy and bad diplomate or good 
diplomate with bad will. If I was the French H.C. in Syria 
I do this. 

I make free elec tions in every respect. 

I do not accapt on the government list of eandidate 
any weak person who cannot have in possition a numbers of 
voters, 

The council. is composed of 69 members and at least 
I ean gain 50 members of e hristians, villagers and bedwins 
I will do and most propably ean gain’ anotiier 20 members by 
bribery of posts and Frenc h freindship, I can also gain 
snother ten by a maxima of a gift of $50,000.00 and leave out 
the remainder 9 to shout a nd sing the way they like. I pass 
a treaty for 25 years as I want to safeguard the French 
interest. All this operation eosts about the expences of eme 
menth ef the Army of oceupation or some few days of s rebelion, 
I keep before this people the oeeidental civilisation in 
general and the French in ‘special so high and rendered the 
Prenuech gepstition iafvsible in the whole orient, 

Otherwise, | | 
from an orientsl point of view. 

I place in Syria an army of occupation of some 
| 40000 Soldiers, well equipped, then any one who oppose the 
Freneh pelicy I will make his soul visit Chins forever 
and in 1942 the majority o f the Syrians will be French 
speaking or rather French in every respecti 

=" 4. 
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AMERICAN CONSULATE GENERAL 
BEIRUT, SYRIA December 26, 1931. 


Mr. ‘Joseph Dabbouss, 
. Bab-Touma, Damascus, 
Seats | 


paket Dabbo uss: 


Thank you very much for your letters of December 
22nd and 24th with which you sent me a very full and 
interesting account of what occurred in Demasous last 
Sunday, and of the state of feeling in the oity during 
the following days. I particularly enjoyed your opinion 

Paces. in the enclosure to your letter of the 24th. 


I do not think there is any ne ed of your coming to 
: Beirut. : 


A very ‘heppy New Year to you and yours. 


Sincerely yours, 


OT a eun copy of b American Consul General. 


the signed ong 












AMERICAN CONSULATE G 


BEIRU!, SYRIA December 26, 1931. 


SUBJECT: ON FAIT LEG ELECTIONS! 


THE HONORABLE Ss 
THE SECRETARY OF STATE 
WASHINGTON. 


SIR: 


At the first degree elections whish took place in 
the State of Syria last Sunday, a sufficient number of 
electors were chosen to permit of the return, on January 
Sth, of fifty-seven out of sixty-nine of the deputies of 
the new chamber. In this process five persons lost their 
lives and some fifty were wunded, many of them severely. 
The process was suspended in Demascus and Hama about one 
o'clook in the afternoon by order of M. Ponsot made over 
the telephone from the Residency here in Beirut following 
the receipt of a message from M. Solomiac at Damascus 
that whereas he could go on with the thing, it would cost 
some fifty lives by meehine gun fire. But M. Ponsot 
"feit les élections” (whid reminds me of a story), and 
the secondary elections will take place on scheduled time 
(January 5th) all over the country where electors have 
already been chosen, while it is also possible that the 
Demaseus and Hema primaries will have been coneluded in 
time to permit of the conduct of the finals at those 
places on January Sth, too. But this has not yet been 
decided by the Commissioner. 


Now 


wie ow a8 oc the -eterys sOnee upon a tine “a Soottish 
prelate went: to Prenec: garded: in the opurple cassock of ‘a | 
(@ontinentel bishops He took his: wife with him, ‘and a’: 
pious inakeeper refused tevellow them singe Gator ew wool 4 

m vio leleoje sale, en vacances"; explained the ecolésiastic. 
NEL aty a pas de doute que monseigneur est en vacances”, 
e@goined ‘the innkeepe?. © 6) woe une, - 

Len and ‘,@o when I. say that:"M. Ponsot. fait les ¢leotions" P 
» Where are many who would degree ‘thet I had stated a proeposi- 
tion not: to be doubted. But these people would print the 

word: "fait" in itelies or capitals. | 

» Ro begin this account, perhaps I shonla €o0 back to the 
year 1916: and to: the State of California for a case that 
omy. help you, to understand. You will doubtless recall that 
@uring the fall of the year in question;. a wery important 
i Presiden ti al campaign was pending, and.that the. Republican 
» Canad date: Vieited): the: State: in. making his canvass. At one 
 mall,town, be, stayed in. the sam hotel: with: the then: 
 Republieen: boag: of: the, State (who. wae not: ‘then quite: «© 





Pegaler or respectable), and, due to some inadvertence, 

did not.mees, the sald: boss. Important. consequences fol- 
r lowed: from. the, failure of these. two: men: toomiets ©. 

jon, Tp beldeve, thet: the: Syrian elestoral :story: begins with 
» the: failure.of two men to meet; but: whereas, tn: thé Cals- 
fornien: case, the: failure: was: fortuitous; here, one’ man >” 
ae welly sought: to meet: the: other: without: succéss, <The two 
MO BO, Whom T-refer are: Henri; Poned ted: Hashim Beye): 
abeaged oi Tt wascthe Syrien who: sought: the: interview ahd the 
Fvenehnen: who ‘deatedoits (Of: course what: the8yrian , sought 
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was probably: some aspurence whieh the Frenchman could: not 
give+--ae to clauses in the treaty whioh the Frenchman: te: aa 
waiting to present to the new Syrian Government, as to: the 
return of exiles, and electoral reform, . dn interview:wuld 


be useless, M. Ponsot probably thought. > And so it’ did not: 


take place. . But there followed the Nationalist menifeste ...«. 


whieh) I: quoted on Page & of my despateh #146; 0f December. 
Lith, and the even more’ bitter manifesto issued by Hashina.. 
himself, set forth on Pege:6 of that despatch, The French 
resented the tone of: both these manifestos. “aot aes 
Now ‘the. Mandatories.well know that the two most hated 
men in the State of Syria are the Sheik Tajjedine, former ... 
head of the Provisional Government,.and Wassek I], Moayad,. 
the head of the Police, It would have been a display of the 
most @lemntery tect to remove Wassek from his position; for. 
the purpose of.the conduct of the elections. , But--s0 the | 
theory is developed--resentful of the tone of the manifestos 
above mentioned, the French left Wassek at the: helm. This 
was: be deoision fraught with consequences still difficult to 
MORMUTEs 
¢ It my: ihiataindi sea of December 19th, I: told. of the. 
fighting: that: had oecurred during the week before. the eleo- o- 
tion. At dawn on: the 20th, Damasous was. seething with: 
excitement, and the scenes enacted in one distriot during. 
the: morning were: repeated all over the oity, co there is no 
need: to go: dnte: deteti,. Gistri ot by Glatrict. By eix... 
oteLock , « large orowd had, aesembied before nearly every. 
polling. place. When the polls were declared: open af eigt, 
ortas n indivi dials demanded.of: those in cherge;that,: in 











A hited. Ae Bnd danse 


accordance with Article 32 of Decree No. 1889, the ballot 
boxes be displayed EMPTY to the crowd, and that two persons 
be chosen from the public to watch the operations. These 
requests were denied, as well as a request, based upon 
Articles 36, 40 and 45 of the Decree, for the choice, from 
the public assembled, of persons to write for the illiterates. 
Arguments on these points degenerated into wrangles and then 
into fighting. Delegations from the crowds were gent from 
many of the polling places to see M. Solomiac, but this 
gentleman was not to be found. Then the fighting became 
more serious. Polling places were rushed, the mob using | 
fists, hands and sticks, bottles and stones. In many places, 
the electoral offictals fled, but others atend and fired. 

In one quarter (El Ghagour), our Dragomen reports that 150 
fake ballots were taken off the person of one of the elect- 
oral officials. Toward the middle of the morning, fighting 
was general throughout the tewn, the crowds converging from 
meny quarters on the Municipality. Police and gendarmes 
fought them with the clubs tut the mob pressed on, many an 
officer being badly wounded by stones. At last the square 
(Mer jé) where the Municipality is located was reached and 
here, to protect that milding, the Police fired. Four 
were killed and thirty wounded. But not even this deterred 
the crowd, now wild with excitement. Not a window in the 
Municipality was left intact, and the building would have 
been rushed (in the hope of finding the hated Wassek el 
Moasayad in his office and despatching him) when suddenly, 
tanks of the French Army appeared. Here was the touch of 

a magie wand. Instantly ‘the tumult and the shouting" 

died, end the crowd scattered, Then, secing thet the tanks 


were 


1/ 
2B / 


were not really ging to fire, it cam back again, but 

never resumed operations. At two o'clock, it was announced 

that the Army was responsible for the maintenance of order, 

and at the present writing, Gallic forces are still patroll- 
ing the public squares and guarding the public buildings of 

the city. 

On Monday, Danascus was closed in mourning for the 
dead and as a protest against the occurrences of Sunday. 

It opened again on Tuesday, and I an told that by Wednesday, 
an outsider wuld not have guessed that anything was amiss 
from the mere appearance of things. But amyone knowing the 
town would know that it was laboring under 4 great strain. 
The funerals of the victims took place on Monday, huge 
crowds attending, but order was maintained, in spite of the 
fervent patriotic addresses that were delivered. 

I am not as yet in possession of details of what 
occurred in Aleppo, but I am enclosing copies of telegrams 
and letters sent by Ibrahim Hanano, the Nationalist leader, 
to the League of Nations, the Quail d'Orsay, M. Ponsot and 
our Aleppo agent. At Hama, there was a great deal of 
violence resulting in one Killing and the wounding of many, 
and the town was closed in protest as late as Thursday. 

It is difficult to say what the effect of all this wiil 
be. The services of Wassek El Moayad may be dispensed with 
but clearly, the French have not solved their Syrian problem. 
M. Ghauvel tells me that although the majority of the elect- 
ors chosen last Sunday appeared on the "moderate" lists, 
they are absolutely free to do what they want on the Sth of 
January, next; that they are bound by no mendate from the 


people 


people. and while the Barakat list seems to have been 
chosen in Aleppo, Soubhi Barakat is an independent man, an@ 
is not likely to take orders. The martyrdom of the young 
men and the baby last Sunday may have strengthened the 
Nationalist cause, 

My impression of the whole business is that owr good 
friends, the Freneh, are really not grieving over what 
occurred, They are feeling the vigor of the prime of life 
(not the youthful spiritual exuberance of their trans- 
Alping neighbor,. thank Heaven} and they are not impressed 
with the idea of pulling up and getting out. Will they not 
now be in a position to go to Geneva and say, “LOok here - 
these people are not fit to govern themselves. With them 
elections mean assassinations. Should not the mandate soon- 
tinue?" And if Ibrahim Haneno cries eloud, "Shame, you 


permitted the perpetration of gross electoral frauds,” 
well - who 18 Geneva is Ibrahim Hanano? 
Respectfully yours, 
fhe Boj GO... 


H. S&S. Goold, | 
American Consul General. 
Enclosures: 


1. Copies of telegrams sent by 
Mr. Hanano to the League of 
Nations, the Quai d'Orsay 
and M. Ponsot, respectively. 

2. as i § of letter, dated December 

from Mr. Hanano to the 
Consulatet s Aleppo agent. 

3. Copy of letter, dated December 
20, from Mr. Hanano to the 
Consulate's Aleppo agent. 


Distribution: 
Original and four copies to the Dep artment. 
One eopy to the American Fmbaasy, Istanbul. 
One copy to the American Embassy, London. 
One copy t E.I.C., American Embassy, Paris. 


ass 


j 
A true copy of | 
the signed orisi- 


po wT 









(Ruglosure No. 1 to despatch No. 164 of H. S. Hoold, 
‘Amerigen Consul General at Beirut, Syria, dated 
December 26, 1931, entitled “ON FAIT LES BLECTIONS!") 





(CORRECT COPY: HT) 


COP LE 


Société Nations 
Genéve 


Conformément votre désir maleré déceptions antéricures 
avec Frence participons élections sans garanties parce que 
France donna parole liberté élections Autorités francalses 
administrant directement pays décoivent privent surveil- 
lance urnes multiplient arrestations expulsions confisca- 
tions journaux interdictions réunions assiégent domiciles 
Réclamations vaines Vous @tes dernier refuge demendons 
protection pour petite nation opprimde. 


Ce Fey ar Ae ene MM le minke AYR AES HEINE GO Re Ne Hie fee Me Helee Hien Chie itn MR ne cane Git ORE sie GON Re wm GA fene Alot tele TEE UGE AR RU GURY ete: hiv Wick Minin CH CONA BEIM OMe Gin ORD Garis ee GR ate IRIN DT are len cee OR 


Co ys 


Ministére Affaires Etrengéres 


Paris 


Participons elections sans garanties malgré loi élec- 
torale défectueuse uniquement sur parole France liberté 
élections Mais actes vos représentants directemamt respon- 
sables démongrent que promesse point tenue Expulsions 
arrestations, saisies journaux interdictions réunions refus 
les autoriser interdictions visites individuelles domiciles 
candidate menaces sur electeurs auguentent ostensiblement 
protestations vaines Pribre faire assurer parole France. 


nen ae ae 
Excellence Monsieur Ponsot 
Beyrouth 
Violences liberté élections augmentent Silence votre 


Rxeellence nous oblige nous adresser Société Nations et 
Affaires Etrangéres avec coples Consuls. 





(Enolosure No. 2 to despatch No. 164 of H. &S. Goold, 
Amerieen Consul General at Beirut, Syria, dated — 
December 26, 1951, entitled "ON FAIT LES ELECTIONS!") 


(CORRECT COPY: HT) 


Alep, le 18 Décembre 1951 


& Son Excellence 
Monsieur le Consul des Etats-Unis d'taméri que 
e 


J*ai l*honneur, au nom des candidats nationax d’Alep 
aux élections présentes, de wus communiquer ci-joint, 
copie de trois télégremmes respectivement envoyés en date 
de ce jour, & la Société des Nations, & S.E.M. le Ministre 
des Affaires Etrangéres de la République Frangaise, ainsi 
ques S.E.M. Henry Ponsot, Haut-Commissaire de France en 

yrie. 


ve me permets d'tattirer votre particuliére attention 
sur les actes nombreux et manifestes, dont se rendent 
responsables les agents frengais @ Alep. Ces actes, qui 
ne tiennent nullement compte de la promesse faite per la 
Frence, par ltorgane de son représentant en Syrie, 4 la 
date du 19 Novembre 1931, so-t de nature & rendre illusoirse 
et décevante la liberté des élections. 


Veuillez remarquer notamment que cette attitude cal- 
culée, ne tend A rien de moins qué dresser certaines 
fractions de la nation syrieme, les unes contre les autres. 
Net 6t6 l'esprit de large tolérance dont tout Syrien est 
animé, des conséquences trés regrettables en seraient 
survenues. 


Ctest cet état de choses qui m'oblige 4 m'adresser 4 
yous en votre qualité de reprdsentant d'une Pulissance, 
Membre de la S.D.N. 


Bn vous prient de communiquer & qui de droit les 
observations que je me suis permis de wus exposer, veuil- 
lez croire, Monsieur le Consul, 4& mes sentiments respec- 
tueux. 


(Signed) I. Hanano 


(Enclosure No. 5 to despatch No. 164 of H. S. Goold, 
American Consul Generel at Beirut, Syria, dated 
December 26, 1931, entitled "ON FAIT LES ELECTIONS!") 


(CORRECT COPY: Ht) 
Alep, le 20 Oécembre 1931. 


Monsieur le Consul, 


A la date d'hier j'eus l'honneur de vous communiquer 
copie du télégranme adressé & la Société des Nations, en 
protestation contre les agissements des Autorités frané 
gaises qui s'annongaient des plus violents. 


Nos appréhensions justifides par cette attitude 
provocante se sont rdalisées aujourd'hui. Les autorités 
frangaises, malgré la promesse formelle de Monsieur Pongo t, 
ne crurent point devoir s'astreindre & l'application de la 
loi électorale promulgudée par le Haut-Commissaire en 1928 
et maintenue en vigueur per ses déclarations formelles. 


Les autorités francaises assumant directement la 
responsabilité du pouvofr en Syrie, se permirent no temment 
d*interdire formellement les réunions électorales, de sur- 
veiller les domiciles privés jes candidates nationalistes 
pour en inteSdire l'accés, d'emp@écher l'exercice des 
libertés, m@me celles maintenues antérieurement A la période 
éleetorale. | 


Ce matin les bureaux de vote furent constituds par | 
nomination de la part des autorités et non point par tirage 
au sort conformément & la loi; les chefs de ces mreaux 
furent remplacés par des agents nommés par la Municipalité, 
@lle-m@éme constituée per wie de nomination dans un but 
électoral quelques jours avant ces élections. 


Certaines urnes, notamment celle de Behsita, furent 
trouvées déji pleines avant le vote d’aucun électeur. 
Cortainschommes attachés aux autoritdés furent admis a y 
jeter publiquemnt plusieurs bulletins 4 la fois ou succes- 
si venent. 


Lea force armée fut, en violation de la loi électorale, 
mise au service de la fraude et de la provocation de la 
population. « 

En un mot, les libertés publiques et le droit de vote 


furent affreusement foulllés au pied d'une fagon scanda- 
leuse qu'on nfaurait jamais pu deviner. 


A la 
Moneieur le Consul des Etats-Unis d'amérique 
ALEP 


~ Bm 


Ala suite de cette attitude et du silence absolu de 
Monsieur Ponsot dont les agents n'ont cessé de multiplier 
les agissements, nombre de circonscriptions électorales se 
sont trouvées dans l'obligation de s'abstenir de 1'exer- 
cice de leur droit de vote pour éviter les effusions de 
SANE « 


Ltattitude du guvernement central de Deas fut 
encore plus grave; elle donna lieu & des luttes sanglantes 
of trente victimes trouvérent la mort et cing cents autres 
furent blessdes. . 


Sur la demande de nos collégues de Damas et en par- 
fait accord avec eux, nous avons annoneé officiellement au 
Gouvernement le retreit de nos candidatures. 


Le monde entier appréciera le calme avec lequel nous 
avons répondu aux provocations incessantes desl'tautorité, 
le sacrifice que nous consentimes en scceptant de partici- 
per mx élections malgré l'absence de geranties et malgré 
les violences qui s'annongaient sussi ouvertement. 


Ayent été vous-méme témoin de ces faits, nous vous 
prions, Monsieur le Consul, dten feire part 4 votre Gouver- 
nement en sa qualité de membre de la So@iété des Nations 
pour gue les difficultés sans nombre et les exactions dont 
est vietime la nation syrienne ne soient pas étouffées 
dans co pays. 


Nous wous communiquerons plus tard des photographies 
prises au vif et démontrant certains agissements concrets. 


Veuillez agréer, Monsieur le Consul, l'assurance de 
ma plus haute considération. 


Pour les candidats 
nationalistes, 


IBRAHIM HANANO 


(Signed) I. Hanano 


Alep, le 18 Décembre 1941 





 & Son xcelttence me 
Monsieur le Consul des Etats-Unis d'amériqu 


_Alep 


J'ai l'honneur, aunnom des candidats nationaux a" Alep 
aux élections présentes, de vous commniquer ci-joint, copie de. 
trois télégrammes respectivement anvoyés en date de ce jour, & le 
Société des Nations, & S.E.M. le Ministre des Affaires ere aaeeee | 
de la République Frangaise, ainsi qu'aé S.&B, M. Henry Ponsot, Haut 
Commissaire de France en Syrie. a 











Je me permets d'attirer votre particuliére attention 
sur les actes nombreux et manifestes, dont se rendent responsables 
les agents francais 4 Alep. Ces actes, qui ne tiennent*# nullement — 
compte de la promesse faite par la France, par l’organe de son == | 
représentant en Syrie, 4 la date du 19 Novembre 1931, sont de nar | 
ture & rendge illusoire et décevante la liberté des élections. : 


Veuillez remarquor notamment que cette attitude cal-—| 
culée, ne tend & rien de moins qu'a dresser certimines fractions | 
de la nation syrienne, les unes contre les eutres. N'eft été l'es 
prit de large tolérance dont. tout Syrien est animé, des cons€quen 
ces. trés regrettables en seraiamt survenues . 











Crest cet Etat de choses qui m'oblige & nm’ adressen 
& vous, en votre qualité de représentant d'une Puissance, Membre 
de la S.D.N. 


in vous priant de. communi quer & qui de droit les 
observations que je me suis permis de vous exposer, veuillez croi 
rey Monsieur le Consul, & mes sentiments respectueux. 


société Nations 
Gendy 


Conformément votre désir malgré déceptions antéricures 
avec France participons élections sans garanties parce que 
France donn® paroleliberté élections Autorités frangaises 





administranty# directement pays dégoivent privent surveillance 
urnes mitiplient arrestations axpulsions confiscations Journien 
interdictions réunions assligent domiciles Réclamations vaines 
Vous §tes dernier refuge demandons protection pour petite nation 
opprimée, ; 











Rxcellence Monsieur Fonsot 


Violences Linerté élections sugmentent Silence | 
votre Bxoellence nous oblige nous adresser Société Nations et 


Affaires Etrangéres avec copies Consuls. 


a ee 


Ministére Affaires Etrangdéres 


Paris 


Partiocipons elections sans g@ranties malgré loi 
électorale défectueuse uniquement sur parole France liberté 
élections Mais actes vos représentants directement responsables 
démontrent que promesse point tenue Expulsious arrestations 
saisies journeux interdictions réunions refus les autoriser 
interdictions visites individuelles domiciles candidats menaces 
sur electeurs aAugmentent ostensiblement protestations vaines 
Priére faire assures parole France. 


Nea ee 
alep, le 20 décembre 1731... 


Monsieur le vonsul, 


A la date d'hier j'eus l'honneur de vous commni- 
quer copie du télégramne adressé & la Société des Nations, 
an protestation contre les agissements des Autorités fran- 
gaises qui s'annongaient des plua violents. 


| Nos gppréhensions justfiées par cette attitude - 
provocante se sont réalisées aujourd'hui, Les autorités 
frengaises, malgré la promesse formelle de Monsieur Ponsét, 
ne crvrent point devoir s'astreindre & l'application de la loi 
électorale promlgués per le Haut-Commissaire on 1926 et 
maintenus en vigueur par ses déclarations formelles. 


_ Les autorités frangaises, assumant directement 
la responsabilité du pouvoir en syrie, s@ permirent notamment 
a'interdire formellement les réunions électorales, de sur-— 
veiller los domiciles privés des candidats nationalistes 
pour en interdire l'accés, d'empécher 1'exercice des libertés, | 
m6me celles muintenues antériesurement & la période électorale. 


Ce matin les bureaux de vote furent constitués par 
nomination de la part des autorités et non point par tirage 
av. sort conformément & la loi; 1s chefs de ces bureaux 
fuxent remplacés par des agentsnommés par la Municipalité, 
@lle-m@me constituée par voie de nomination dans un but 
6lectoral quelques jours avant ces élections, — 


Certaines urnes, natamment celle de Bahsita, furent 
trouvées déja pleines avnt le vote d'’aucun 6lecteur. Certainas 
hommes attachég aux autorités furent admis & y jeter publi- 
guement plusieurs bulletins & la fois ov successivement, 


| La force armée fut, en violation de la loi élec- 
torals, miss au sarvice de la fraude et de la provocation de 
la population, 
on un mot, les libertés publiques et le droit de 


vote furent affreusement fouillés au pied.dtune facon scanda- 
leuse qu'on a'eurait jamais pu deviner, 


| Monsieur le Consul des Etats-Unis d'Amérique 


ALBY ! 


aA la guite de cette attitude et du silence absolu 
de tonsieur vonsot dont les agents n'ont ceasé de miltipl 
les agissements, nombre de circonscriptiona électorales 
se sont trouvées dans l'obligation de s'abstenir de 1' exe; 
cice de leur droit de vote pour éviter les effusions de 
sang. 


Lattitude du gouvernement central de Damas fut ena 
plus grave; elle donna bieu & des luttes sanglantes ob 
trente victimes trouvérent la mort et cing cents autres 
furant blessées. 


Sur la demande de nos collégues de Damas et an par- 
fait accord avec eux, nous avons annonedé officiellement 
au Gouvernauent 19 retrait de nos candidatures. 


L@ monde entier appréciera le calme avec lequel now 
avons répondu aux provocations incessantes dew 1l'antorité. 
le gacrifica qua nous consentines an acceptant de partict: 
aux élections malgré l'’absence de, garantias et malgré les 
violences qui staniongatent aug: wae 





Ayant €t6 vous-mams témoin de oaa faits, nous vous 
prions, Monsisur le Consul, d'en faire part A votre Gou- 
vernement en sa qualité de membre ds le Gocidété des Natio: 
pour que les difficultés sans nombre et les sxactions don 
est victime la Sgbhien syrienne ne soient pas étouffées da 
ee pays. 


NOUS VOUS cOmmnigquerons plus tard des photogrphies 
prises au vif st démontrant certains agissemente concrets 


Veuillez agréer, vonsieur le Consul, lAassurance de 
ma plus haute conaidération. 


Pour les candidats 
nationaliates, 


IBRAHIM HANANG 
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Amertean Consul Gene 
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|“ BEIRUT, SYRIA” 





Beirut, Syriae 








SIR: 
I have the honor to acknowledge receipt of the Consulate 
General's latter dated thea 23rd instant, Tile M2 800, 


The result of the elections was tn behalf of the "Moderates" 


or the friends of the Government. 


With reference to the question made in the second paragraph 


of the Consulate General's letter under reply, I beg to say that 
it would be impossible to give an accyrate answer thereto. The 
nn 


axtremists”" or Nationalists are led ees salle ywhereas the "Moderates' 
as well as tre official reports denisd the imputation und gave 
assurances that everything was aonduated in the most regular and 
correct manner. Personally IT am inelined to believe that without 
exclud@ing the displav of a certain activity on the part or the 
"Moderatas™ and their supporters there is anvhow some exaggerations 
in the reports of the "#xtremists". 


Anyhow the market remained nearly totally closed from Monday, 
the 2lst, till Sunday, *+he ®27th instant. Since the 28th the shops 
begun to open partially, snd tt ts rumored that this status will 
continue till January 5th, 1931, dite of the final elections. 


During last week several demonstrations were ae: parti- 
cularly durtng Fridav, the 25th instant. After the midday praver's 
in the Great Mosque a multitude of several thousand persons, pre- 
ceeded by a number of women armed with clube and sticks paraded 
in the principal streets of the city with holsted placards on which 
were written "Down the false elections", - “Long live the National 
party". The demonstrators could later be dispersed by the military 
and gendarm forces after having violently shouted and vociferated 
in front o? the hovses of the Wali, Soubhi Bey Bereket end other 
candidates of the Moderate party. stig ae idl thrown to those houses 
and glasses of windows were brutally broken. But thanks to the 
energetic intervention of the government fordes,a greater disaster 


Aleppo, Dec.d0th, 1931. 





could be avoided. It is rumored that some 6 or 8 persons were 
killed and about 20 or 30 wounded from both sides. Mr. Ricordel, 
the Chie? of the Public Surety, as well as a Spahi were among 
the wounded. 


Some arrestations were effected in the evening of that 
day, among which were mentioned those o? Saadallah Djabri, 
Djémil XYateragassi, Naaman Wannesse, Michael @ian, Munir e1 : 
Amadé, all of whom belong to the Nationalist or Extremist faction. 
It ts said that Tbrahim Hanano and Faher Djabri, both Nationalist 
leaders,were not arrested because they are sick, but that their 
houses are surrounded by policemen and that they might later be 
arrested. As to Dr. Abdulrahman Kavali, also one of the Nationalist 
leadersy looked for by the Government, it isstated that he is 
not visible. 

A great excitement is still continuing among the Moslem 
population, but it is believed that the energetic attitude taken 
by the Authorities will,probably,prevent the outburst of the 


new troubles which some presume might occur the day of the final 
elections which is fixed on January Sth, 1932. 


I have the honor to be, 
| SIR, 


Yery respectfully yours, 





LYM /MN. 









| AWERIGAR.GONSULATE 


JAN 4 





Fe. S. Goold, #squtre 


Subject : 


cere dg raemeere 





Befrut, Syriae The Situation in Aleppo 
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STR: 


I have the honor to report that since I wrote my letter 
W2 115, cf even date, the effervescence in the city has becone 
more acute. Through intimidations made, it is said, by some 
special emmissaries the market which started to open partially 
has closed again. It is rumored that some Moslem families are 
leaving the city, and that the contents of some shops sare being 
removed to some other more sure places. This on account of a fear 
of an eventual pillage of the ecitv. There is also talk that Arab 
Tribesmen mig*t make ineursion in the city. I have just been 
informed by a reliable source that letters of threats were addressed 
to the candidates o*” the Moderates or Governnent friends, and that 
the Jatter have handed them over to the Public Security Department. 





I was also told that some French reinforcement reached last 
night the city. The general atmosphere gives hgwever the impression 
that conditions ere taking a quite serious "tounure",and that unless 
the Authorities make proof of a special Pirmness, coupbed with 
suvficient forces to cope with the grave situation which a wild 
excitement and unusual antichristian Peelings seem to have created, 
the perpetration of some regretful events is not te be excluded. 


Fconomic conditions in Aleppo, like in other centers in 
Syria, are not at all satisfactory. Therefore that portion of the 
population which is suffering undér present conditions are likely 
to veleome and perhaps to provoke trouble to ve followad by pillage 
and probably massacreGe 


Wnder these conditions and inasmuch as there are large 
American interests and a small American colony in this citv,I would 
not hesitate to suggest that the atgention of the High Commissary 
be,attracted in view of giving special instructions to the Aleppo 
Authorities to grant, eventually, all the adequate protectioh to 
the Amertean Colony and American interests in Aleppo. 


I have the honor to be, SIR, 


Yeryv res ully yours, 
LYM /MN. | 


